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The article considers the problem of the tourism influence on the socio-economic development of the region.

Today, the issue of defining the boundaries and criteria of the Russian Arctic remains an urgent problem.
Oymyakon, the "Pole of Cold", the harshest place on the planet Earth is not included in the Arctic zone of the
Russian Federation, which is due to the fact that the territory of the Oymyakon district is not included in the
Arctic Circle. The inclusion of Oymyakon in the Arctic zone will draw people's attention to the Arctic
territory, attract more investment at the expense of tourists, not only connoisseurs of extreme, but also tourists
from neighboring districts and regions. The effective use of tourism will lead to the development of transport
logistics, increase jobs, reduce the outflow of population. The development of tourism in the Russian Arctic
is one of the most promising areas for the region's economy in terms of sustainability, diversification and

social outcomes.

1 INTRODUCTION

Recently, the state has been paying special attention
to the development of the Arctic zones. The Arctic
zone of the Russian Federation is a territory of
geopolitical confrontation, which is caused by
increased international competition for the
development of Arctic spaces caused by the richness
of the resource base of the region in the conditions of
permanent depletion of natural resources of Europe,
Asia and North America (Serova N. A., Gutov
S.V.,2019). According to the state program "Socio-
economic development of the Arctic zone of the
Russian Federation™ in 2022, the implementation of
the state program was 8.12 billion rubles have been
allocated, 7.49 billion rubles in 2023 and 5.86 billion
rubles will be allocated in 2024. Such financing
should help to increase the number of people to live
and conduct everyday life in the Arctic zones.
However, such strong financial support requires a
revision of the basic provisions of economic policy.
In general, 8 special reference zones for the
development of the Arctic were identified in the
Russian Federation (Kondratieva V.l., 2017). The
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Arctic zone of the Russian Federation includes the
territories of the Chukotka, Nenets, Yamalo-Nenets
and Murmansk districts, parts of the Arkhangelsk
Region and the Krasnoyarsk Territory, the Komi
Republic, the city of Norilsk, part of the archipelagos
and islands of the Arctic Ocean and several districts
of the Republic of Sakha (Yakutia) (Gassi V. V.,
Postnikov A.V., 2020). The Republic of Sakha
(Yakutia) occupies a huge area and is the largest
subject of the Russian Federation. The Republic of
Sakha (Yakutia) includes 2 urban districts and 34
municipal districts, 13 of which are located in the
Arctic zone: the districts of Aby, Allaykhovsky,
Anabar, Bulunsky, Verkhnekolymsky,
Verkhoyansky, Zhigansky, Nizhnekolymsky,
Oleneksky, Momsky, Srednekolymsky, Ust-Yansky,
and Even-Bytantaysky. Of these, 8 districts, such as
Momsky, Abysky, Oleneksky, Verkhnekolymsky,
Srednekolymsky, Eveno-Bytantaysky, Zhigansky,
Verkhoyansky are included in the Arctic zone by
decree of the President of the Russian Federation in
2019. These regions of Yakutia are included in the
Arctic zone of the Russian Federation in order to
accelerate the socio-economic development of the
north of the Republic. However, the remoteness of the



territories, the cold, harsh climate, low transport
accessibility and the lack of great tourist interest
hinder the proper economic development of the
Arctic regions. In this regard, the issue of joining the
Oymyakonsky district to the Arctic zone of the
Russian Federation remains open. This is due to the
fact that the territory of the Oymyakon district is not
included in the Arctic Circle. Despite the very harsh
climatic conditions similar to the more northern ones,
the Oymyakonsky district was not included in the
Acrctic zone of the Russian Federation. In addition, the
mountainous terrain, the presence of intermountain
basins, in which settlements are mainly concentrated,
the predominance of anticyclonic type of weather - all
this contributes to the formation of extremely severe
frosty weather in winter. Determining the border of
the Russian Arctic is an urgent problem. Discussions
continue not only about the borders, but also the
criteria for the allocation of the Russian Arctic.
Perhaps it is worth reviewing these criteria, since
Oymyakon is one of the recognizable settlements of
Yakutia, it is considered the "coldest" point on Earth.
Due to the low financing of this area, the tourist
potential cannot be properly disclosed.

The aim of the research is to attract attention to
the criteria for the allocation of Arctic zones, to study
the factors contributing to the socio-economic
development of the Arctic in order to solve the
strategic tasks of the country.

2 MATERIALS AND METHODS

Historical-geographical, comparative, analytical
analysis of the tourist development of the Arctic.

Oymyakon attracts mainly extreme people,
connoisseurs of northern exoticism. So at one time,
Oymyakon was visited by people from different parts
of the world, for example, Polish athlete Valerian
Romanowski, Italian Paolo Venturini, Iranian
extreme athlete Mahmoud Hussein and tourists from
all over the world, including from Switzerland, Japan,
France, Austria, India, Taiwan, etc. Also, the "North
Pole" was visited in February 2012 by Hollywood
actor Tom Hardy, who in his interview admitted that
this is the coldest place he managed to visit. If we
increase the financing of the Oymyakon district,
thanks to its inclusion in the Arctic zone, it would be
possible to attract tourists not only connoisseurs of
extreme, but also tourists from neighboring districts,
regions, develop transport logistics, increase jobs,
develop hiking, draw people's attention to the Arctic
territory.

Climatically, the Arctic zone of the republic,
surrounded by mountain ranges, is isolated from the
effects of warm and humid air masses from the
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. Oymyakonsky ulus is
adjacent to the cold seas of the Arctic Ocean. It is the
coldest continental region in the world.

3 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

As A.A.Prokopyev notes, one of the modern
approaches to the development of the Arctic regions
of Yakutia is the effective use of tourist potential
(Prokopyev A.A., 2023). On the territory of the ulus
there are natural tourist resources - nature reserves,
waterfalls, lakes, rivers, caves.

Specially protected areas are attractive objects for
various types of recreation, such as photographing
landscapes, rafting, mountain tourism, sport hunting,
amateur fishing.

The territory of the Oymyakonsky district is
crossed from south to north by the Indigirka River,
the third largest river in Yakutia. The Indigirka River
basin occupies 11% of the area of the Republic of
Sakha (Yakutia).

The Indigirka is a mighty northern river in
Yakutia, in the early 30s it was still shrouded in
mysteries and riddles. She kept her treasures deep and
waited for the discoverers. On the territory of the
Oymyakonsky ulus there are more than one and a half
thousand small rivers and streams. Tourists can
admire waterfalls with a water drop of tens of meters.
Waterfall on the Mugul River (right tributary of
theSuntar) with a width of 10-12 m has a height of 12-
15 m.

In the upper reaches of the Indigirka and its
tributaries are full-flowing, spring floods or rain
floods are common, sometimes floods occur. But for
the winter and early spring period (March), they can
become so shallow that even the Indigirka can be
crossed on foot.

In the southern part of the Oymyakonsky ulus, 60
km from the border with the Khabarovsk Territory,
there is the legendary lake Labynkyr, which became
famous thanks to the Labynkyr monster, an unknown
creature living in its waters. The lake belongs to the
dammed lakes of the Ice Age. Labynkyr is 16 km long
and 4 km wide at its widest point. The depth of the
lake is 58 m, the crack at a depth of 42 m has a total
depth of 82 m.

Currently, specialized training for tourism in the
republic is conducted at the Institute of Languages
and Culture of the Peoples of the North at the
Northeastern Federal University named after M.K.



Ammosov, in the branches of the Moscow State
University of Tourism and Service and the Baikal
State University of Economics and Law, St
Petersburg Humanitarian University of Trade Unions,
Industrial and Pedagogical College of Yakutsk. Also,
the training of specialists in the field of tourism is
conducted through the Ministry of Education and
Science of the Republic of Sakha (Yakutia). The
system of personnel training in the tourism industry
in the republic is primarily aimed at training "office
managers” of tourism enterprises, while it is
necessary to create a system of end-to-end specialized
training from school to university education for the
development of the tourism industry, work directly in
the tourism sector.

The planned pace of development of the industry
will require a significant increase in professionally
trained personnel. Annual growth of the employed in
this industry is necessary. In addition, a more
significant increase in the number of people engaged
in servicing tourist flows will occur in tourism-related
fields of activity. And this entails a lack of
professionally trained personnel both directly for
tourism activities and in the hospitality industry.

Another problem of the hotel fund is the
discrepancy between the location of the hotel and the
demand for a tourist route. So, at this time, a tour to
the "Pole of Cold" in the village of Oymyakon is
actively developing, but it is not provided with
conditions for accommodating tourists.

Every year in March, the "Pole of Cold" festival
is held in Oymyakon and Tomtor, which has already
become a center of attraction for tourists who are
attracted by the unusual northern life and the
fascinating beauty of nature. Santa Claus from
different countries and regions of Russia also come to
the festival: Santa Claus from Veliky Ustyug,
Chyskhaan from Yakutia, Kysh Babai from Tatarstan
and others. The event tour "Journey to the Pole of
Cold" is a car trip as part of a rally raid. Tourists in a
few days overcome about 2000 km (Yakutsk —
Oymyakon — Yakutsk), undergo the Yakut
purification rite, get acquainted with the culture and
way of life of the northern peoples, meet with the
Yakut lord of the cold Chyskhaan. Conquerors of the
coldest point of the Northern hemisphere of the Earth
receive an official document — certificate.

4 "CONCLUSION

Thus, the historical- geographical periods of tourist
development of the Oymyakonsky ulus- the Pole of
Cold are revealed, the factors constraining its

development, numerous socio-economic problems of
the territory that are a serious obstacle to the
sustainable development of the territories of the
Russian Arctic, including the Arctic regions of the
Republic of Sakha (YYakutia) are revealed.

In recent years, there has been a steady tendency
to reduce the number of permanent population due to
migration outflow, there is a high proportion of the
population with incomes below the subsistence
minimum, a low ratio of per capita income to the
subsistence minimum, insufficient provision of the
population with doctors of all specialties, high
unemployment, and the rural population is
insufficiently, up to complete absence, provided with
centralized cold water supply. The tourism industry is
indeed at the moment one of the exits that can stop
the migration outflow of the population. The
development of tourism in the Oymyakon district will
provide an opportunity to open new jobs, arouse
interest in the population's own identity and culture,
diversify cultural interests due to the influx of tourists
from different parts of the Earth, will become a factor
of the unique natural and cultural heritage of the
peoples of the Arctic and finally pay attention to the
problems of the reach of the Arctic zones of Yakutia
and, thus, will contribute to the socio-economic
development of the region.
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