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The relevance of our study is due to the processes taking place in contemporary Russian society. Not only
economic but also social changes take place in the conditions of transformation. Sustainable development or
harmonious development contributes to the strengthening of natural resources, investment directions, the
orientation of scientific and technological development, the improvement of the individual. This process is
aimed at the potential of the future and the satisfaction of human needs and aspirations. The integral
characteristic of the goals of sustainable development is considered to be their integrated nature. Changes
have affected all spheres of society, created many contradictions and actualized a whole set of problems,
including gender relations, among which the question of the social status of women occupies a special place.
Gender equality is the fifth goal of sustainable development and has a positive impact on most other

sustainable development goals.

1 INTRODUCTION

The modern situation generates the interest of society
and specialists to the periods of history, when not
only this problem was actively discussed, but also
various steps were taken to solve it. In this context,
the period of the late 19th - early 20th centuries
occupies a special place in Tatar history because it
was at the turn of the century when a change of
conceptual approaches to the understanding of the
essence of man, family and childhood, in accordance
with which innovative processes were developed and
ideas about the position and status of women in Tatar
society changed most clearly.

It was during this period that the problem of
women's social and legal status was widely discussed
as one of the most topical issues in the Muslim
community. This period showed very clearly that the
issues of the family and the status of a Muslim woman
in the family and society is a whole complex of
problems, each of which is a complex intertwining of
the most different aspects. Perhaps no other topic
attracts as much attention and is surrounded by so
many misconceptions, interpretations, and, finally,
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characterized by such a degree of misunderstanding
as the question of the status of women in Muslim
society.

In modern conditions, the problem of historical
analysis of this issue is relevant, because the status of
women in Islam is not only a measure of civilization
of society, but also evidence of the potential of its
evolutionary development, a kind of barometer that
determines the prospects for change. At a time of the
rise of public consciousness in Russia as a whole and
the growth of interest in religious and moral and
ethical norms in our country, the study of problems
related to the status of women in Islam is of particular
relevance. At the same time, addressing this topic is
due not only to the relevance of this problem in the
context of the dialogue between different
civilizations, but also to the need for adequate
coverage of the key provisions characterizing the
status of women in Islam, showing the invalidity of
many myths generated in recent years in the context
of increasing public and scientific interest in religion
and religious practice in the world.

At the end of the 19th and beginning of the
20th centuries the contribution of particular figures in



shaping the spiritual values of their people and
determining the basic guidelines of ideological
development in Tatar society increased significantly.
Putting women's issues on the agenda was a natural
phenomenon, since the sociopolitical conditions
demanded an intensive renewal of all spheres of life
of the people, the definition of new principles, and
completely different approaches to the definition of
the ideals of the development of Muslim society in
imperial Russia. The multifaceted activity of
Rizaeddin Fakhreddin is proof that many educators
and public figures took an active part in solving this
problem.

2 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The theoretical and methodological basis of the
research was based on the principles of historicism,
objectivity and system analysis that allow us to study
the problem objectively, highlight its main priorities
and make generalizing conclusions that can confirm
theoretical assumptions and observations with
concrete facts and events, and also the
interdetermining connection of the processes that
took place. Considering the new social status of
women in Tatar society in the late 19th - early 20th
centuries through the prism of the ideas of the
enlightener and historian R. Fakhreddin, which were
formed on the basis of the mentality and cultural
factors of the Tatar people (religious beliefs,
traditional views of society, ethics and aesthetic
views) will be very useful.

The study was guided by the path of knowledge
of objective truth and objective laws of history.

In order to achieve the objectives of the study, the
work implemented an approach to the study of the
problem from the positions of the following set of
methods and approaches.

Comparative-historical method is used to identify
the common and special in historical phenomena by
comparing different historical stages of development
of one or different coexisting phenomena.

The system analysis was used for a comprehensive
study of the problem under study in order to identify
the relationship between the elements of the system
and their specific weight, place and functions in the
system. Its use helps to draw conclusions about the
degree of maturity of the "women's issue" in Tatar
social thought in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, in particular the views of R. Fakhreddin.

The problem approach was used to identify
problems and find ways to solve them. In this study it
helped to determine the degree of success of R.

Fakhreddin's advanced views in terms of solving the
"women's issue" in Tatar society in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries.

This study allows us to examine how the
transformation of gender perceptions was carried out
in practice in the Tatar Muslim society of the Russian
Empire in the late 19th - early 20th centuries.

The method of studying (analyzing) documents
allowed us to analyze the most important materials to
reveal the specifics of R. Fakhreddin's gender
perceptions

3 RESEARCH RESULTS

The aim of this work is to study R. Fakhreddin's
historical and theological heritage in order to define
his contribution to the formation of a new status of a
Muslim woman in Tatar society in the late 19th-early
20th centuries using his scientific heritage as an
example.

The scientific novelty of the research is as
follows:

e A comprehensive approach to the study and
theoretical comparison of the views and proposals of
the major representatives of Tatar social thought,
such as Z. Kadyiri, Z. Kamali, and M. Bigiev on the
issue of the status of women and the solution of the
"women's question" in Tatar society in the late 19th -
early 20th centuries was carried out.

e The multi-faceted contribution of R.
Fakhreddin to the discussion and resolution of the
"women's issue" in Tatar society in the early
twentieth century has been revealed,;

e Systematized a number of works by R.
Fakhreddin in the context of their coverage of the
"women's issue”. Three main directions that
characterize this problematic have been identified: 1)
the definition of women's domestic functions and
rights ("Brought up wife", "Family"); 2) the role of a
woman-mother in raising children ("Brought up
wife", "Upbringing in the family", "Instruction-3");
3) revealing the importance of the status of an
educated woman in early 20th century Tatar society
("Instruction-2", "Rules of education");

e The contribution of R. Fakhreddin to the
formation of the new status of women in Tatar society
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries is
summarized.

At the turn of the 19th - 20th centuries an inherent
desire to revise and rethink their historical past
became a characteristic feature of Tatar social life. A
tendency to re-evaluate a number of perceptions
prevailed in society. As a consequence of this



reassessment, the "women's issue" came to the
forefront in Muslim society along with other pressing
issues.

The analysis of the sources showed that Tatar
enlighteners opposed the entrenched system of a
certain hierarchy outlined by Islam in the sphere of
family relations, which had been brought to the point
of absurdity by the traditionalists. It is known that
among the Kadimists in Tatar society, women were
viewed as inferior beings and were obliged to submit
to men in everything. The Enlighteners were
against blindly following the path of European
traditions in this matter, they only sought to purify
Islam from the distortions that had appeared over
time. Religious reformers, who advocated the general
renewal of Tatar society, sought to combine general
Islamic values with the achievements of European
science and philosophy.

Among the scholars who discussed the position of
women and their role in Tatar society in the late 19th
and early 20th centuries, Rizaeddin Fakhreddin was
an undoubted leader who was very active in writing
his works.

For the thinker it is peculiar to consider
problems of women both in the modern society, and
in a separate period of historical space in the past. The
author in his works singles out certain problems
present in the life of women in Muslim society that
require an urgent solution.

This topic was addressed by many Tatar public
figures, writers, and publicists in the early 20th
century. It is enough to mention the names of some of
them: Zakir Kadyiri, Ziyaeddin Kamali, Ahmadhadi
Maksudi, Musa Bigiev, Fatih Amirkhan, Gayaz
Iskhaki, and others. Their works devoted to the
"women's question”, as well as the works of R.
Fakhreddin, are imbued with a sense of longing and
disagreement with the existing position and rights of
women in Tatar society in the early twentieth century.

In his works, R. Fakhreddin dwells in detail on
family issues and the role of women in the family,
examining in detail the relationship between husband
and wife in marriage. The thinker believes that the
most important thing in family life is the sense of
harmony and companionship in marriage. Reminding
that creating a family is a very responsible and serious
step, R. Fakhreddin tries to acquaint all Muslims with
the basic rules and skills of family life, which are key
to the relationship between the spouses. In his work
titled "Family", the scientist repeatedly points out that
the family is an indicator of increasing the authority
of the nation and a factor in its preservation. The
thinker also explains that in the process of preserving
family happiness the main role is assigned to the

woman. He points out that the righteous and virtuous
woman is the solid foundation upon which the family
is built. She is also the greatest joy in a man's life.

R. Fakhreddin believes that the nations that live in
the world are made up of different tribes, in turn they
are made up of different families, and families are
made up of individuals. The family is the mirror of
religiosity and morality, the yardstick for the whole
nation and society as a whole. It is for this reason that
the life and upbringing of the family must be the
subject of special attention.

The issues of upbringing, education of girls and
Muslim women, norms and rules of introducing home
life, rules of conduct in society, skills for raising
children, duties of a Muslim wife to her husband, etc.
are analyzed by R. Fakhreddin. Fakhreddin in such
books as The Raised Child (1889), The Raised
Mother (1897), The Raised Wife (1899), Norms of
Student Conduct (1899), The Family (1901),
Instruction One (1902), Instruction Two (1902),
Instruction Three (1902), Upbringing in the Family
(1902).

Considering the basic duties of a woman R.
Fakhreddin believes that a Muslim woman should
first of all know the canons of the Islamic religion, be
familiar with the rules of care and education of
children, be able to read and write - be literate, be
aware of the general worldly skills that a housewife
should possess, and be able to manage the household
and yard economy, To distinguish and differentiate
between positive and vicious morals inherent in
people around her, constantly maintain and support
the health of their own and their loved ones, to be
familiar with the norms of spiritual and moral
education, to know and follow the rules of Shariah, to
be interested in improving their knowledge in all the
above-mentioned areas. R. Fakhreddin considers all
the above-mentioned functions to be the key ones in
the educational process of women.

In the same way as the other Enlighteners of his
time, Fakhreddin's proposals for ensuring a happy,
peaceful, and favorable life in the family are entirely
permeated with moral and ethical teachings of a
didactic nature. The specific feature of Fakhreddin's
views, in comparison with other thinkers of the time,
is that despite his deep respect for the female half of
mankind, he did not consider a woman's personality
as a special value, but as a social factor who provides
for the upbringing of children, does housework, and
takes care of her hushand and family.

R. Fakhreddin devotes his historical and
biographical work "Famous Women" to the lives of
prominent women of the Islamic world. After its
publication this book by R. Fakhreddin was very



popular in wide circles of the public. The book tells
about the destinies and deeds of women who caused
admiration and admiration, and who wrote their
names in gold letters in the history of Muslims.

The book "Famous Women" contains biographies
and brief information about women who were famous
in the Muslim world and who have done good deeds
for their nation: women engaged in patronage,
teaching knowledge, women who gave birth to people
who contributed to the development of Islam, women
medics, pilgrims, writers, scientists, rulers, women
who maintained their own funds boarding houses, as
well as women warriors, able to fight bravely for the
country and many others.

The women featured in the work lived in different
eras. Biographies of many of them were written,
based on the works of ancient authors, religious,
Islamic literature. If today the book "Famous
Women" is practically not the subject of study, at one
time this book was in great demand. The secret of its
popularity lay in the fact that it was addressed to both
male and female part of the population. In wide
circles of Tatar intelligentsia it was perceived as the
most important and significant impetus that served as
the initial step in the process of changing the public's
attitude to women in general and their social
functions in the family and society.

4 THE DISCUSSION OF THE
RESULTS

When considering the degree of development of the
topic, a thematic approach was used due to the
structure of the work: first of all, an analysis of
scientific literature on the history of the study of
women in historical science is given, materials on the
definition of the role of women in Islam are
presented, the works devoted to the analysis of R.
Fahreddin's activities are covered in sufficient detail.

Chronologically the bibliography can be divided
into a number of periods: pre-revolutionary (before
1917), Soviet (1920s-1980s), modern (since 1990s).

The historiography of the work includes articles
and monographs of Russian and foreign researchers.

The first block includes works of domestic and
foreign authors on the formation of the status of
women in society and women's equality. Among the
foreign studies we can highlight the works of such
authors as J. Scott (Gender, 2001), N.Z. Davis
(Davis, Scott, 2005), G. Bude (Davis, Farzh, 2008)
and others.

The works of N.L. Pushkareva (Budde, 1999),
R.M. Bulgakov (Pushkareva, Bogdashina, 2021),
O.A. Khashulatova (Bulgakov, 2008) can be
attributed to the domestic research on the problems of
social roles and the status of women.

Most of these works consider various aspects of
the life of Russian women in the context of a
particular historical era. It should be noted that in
recent decades, historical science is dominated by
interest in the study of the situation of representatives
of other ethnic and religious groups living in Russia.
Among such studies are the works of Y. A
Ibragimova (Khasbulatova, 2004), O. S. Mutieva
(Ibragimova, 2003), K. A. Bekmurganova (Mutieva,
2004), A. M. Khabibullina (Bekmurganova, 2009)
and others.

At the beginning of the 20th century the position
of Tatar women for the first time became the subject
of public discussion, which was conducted through
the prism of the values and notions of the Muslim
religion. The position of women in Tatar society in
the Russian Empire in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries was examined by thinkers and theologians
of this period: Z. Kadyiri, Z. Kamali, R. Fakhreddin,
A.-X. Maksudi, M. Bigiev and others.

The 1990s saw a renewed interest in the study of
women's issues. The issues of women's struggle for
equality and education in the early twentieth century
became a central theme in the new studies of T.A.
Biktimirova (Khabibullina, 2011), A.H. Makhmutova
(Biktimirova, 2003).

Source base

During the work on the scientific article was used
a wide range of sources: 1) materials of the periodical
press, 2) narrative sources, 3) works of R. Fahreddin,
dedicated to women's issues.

1) Materials from the periodical press. Of
particular interest is the magazine "Shura" (published
from 1908 to 1917), whose editor-in-chief was R.
Fakhreddin himself. It is in this edition that some of
the materials are presented in the form of individual
articles, allowing a more detailed presentation of the
scholar's thoughts and views regarding the problem of
women in Tatar society at the turn of the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries.

2) Narrative sources. The extant complex of
sources is very diverse, it provides an opportunity to
solve the tasks set for the researcher. But it can be
realized only when considering the object of research
in the context of its era. That is why in the process of
preparing this research article we have studied the
literature and works of some scientists of this period
which characterize the views of representatives of the
Tatar community on the issue of forming a new status



of women in the Tatar community of the Russian
Empire in the late 19th - early 20th centuries. For a
fuller understanding of the public discussions that
took place among the Muslim intelligentsia regarding
the position of women in Tatar society, their status
and rights, we used the works of Tatar reformers: Z.
Kadyiri, Z. Kamali, M. Bigiev.

3) R. Fakhreddin's works devoted to women's
issues. During the study of Fakhreddin's works, we
became convinced that the majority of his works are
devoted to the status of women in Tatar society in the
late 19th and early 20th centuries. In the course of the
study we identified and analyzed R. Fakhreddin's
works of the greatest value for the disclosure of the
theme: "Famous Women", one of the largest
biographical works of the thinker, in which he
describes the social status of women, their functions
and status in different historical periods; "The
Educated Wife", "The Educated Mother", in which he
describes in detail the rules and norms of a woman's
behavior in the home, describing in detail the qualities
inherent in a well-bred faithful wife and mother; "The
Family," "Upbringing in the Family," in these works
much attention is paid to the institution of the family,
the scientist focuses on the rules of proper
relationship between spouses; "Rules of Education,”
"Instruction-2," "Instruction-3," which presents rules
that should guide women in education and in the
education of children.

The chronological framework of the study covers
the period from the late nineteenth century to the first
third of the twentieth century and is associated with
the historical legacy of R. Fakhreddin (1859 - 1936).

5 CONCLUSIONS

The activity of the outstanding scientist has an
encyclopedic character in the period of the late XIX -
first half of the XX centuries. He is known as a
historian, talented journalist, religious leader, thinker,
educator, active teacher, translator, bibliographer,
writer, etc. In confirmation of the above-mentioned
words is a rich creative heritage of the scientist
relating to different directions of humanities and use
of various styles and genres by the scientist in writing
scientific works and works.

R. Fakhreddin's works devoted to the problem
of women carried advanced knowledge for his time
and were written taking into account the national-
religious and traditional-moral features of the Tatar
people. All his works set the goal of moral education:
many examples were cited from the primary sources
of Islam, the Koran and the Sunna.

R. Fakhreddin's work "Famous Women" was a
response of sorts to the prohibition and restriction of
Tatar female education and equality for women. In
general, all of R. Fakhreddin's works covering the
problem of women were successfully intertwined
with the issues of restructuring Tatar society in the
late 19th and early 20th centuries. They were a
response of sorts to the orthodox part of society that
showed a negative attitude to the question of revising
the status of women in the minds of people in Muslim
society in imperial Russia.

When considering the degree of development of
the topic, a thematic approach was used due to the
structure of the work: first of all, an analysis of
scientific literature on the history of the study of
women in historical science is given, materials on the
definition of the role of women in Islam are
presented, the works
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