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Abstract: This article is dedicated to the analysis of the ontological foundations of the categories of equality and freedom
in the modern information society. The paper considers the philosophical aspect of these categories, their
semantic content, and interrelation in the context of the contemporary socio-cultural and political situation.
The article also provides examples of the practical application of the ontological foundations of the categories
of equality and freedom in various fields, including law, politics, and sociology. The work has theoretical
significance for philosophy and practical significance for social sciences and law.

1 INTRODUCTION

In modern society, freedom and equality are
considered fundamental principles that are
necessary for the growth and development of
individuals and society. These principles have their
roots in the ontology of human beings, which relates
to the nature of existence and reality. The concept
of ontology has been studied by philosophers for
centuries, and it is still relevant in the modern era,
especially in the context of the information society.

Studying the ontological foundations of the
categories of equality and freedom in the context of
the modern information society is highly relevant,
as these categories play a key role in shaping the
values and norms that define contemporary social
life.

In the information society, freedom and equality
acquire new meaning and significance. On the one
hand, the development of information technology
and the internet allows for free access to information
and communication for all citizens regardless of
their social status or race. On the other hand, the
possibility of anonymity on the internet and the
dissemination of false information can create
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problems with the right to privacy and freedom of
speech.

Generalizing knowledge about the categories of
equality and freedom in the context of the
information society can help to understand how
these categories function in new conditions and how
they can be applied to protect the rights and
freedoms of citizens. For example, research may
lead to the creation of new legal instruments aimed
at protecting citizens' rights in the online space or
the formation of new norms and values that will
reflect the features of the information society.

Title: Defining the Philosophical and Legal
Aspects of Equality and Freedom in the Context of
Modern Society and Information Technology.

Methodology:

The research utilized philosophical analysis
methods, including logical analysis of the concepts
of equality and freedom, as well as analysis of
arguments for and against these concepts. Historical
and critical analysis methods were also employed.

Results:  Improvement of concepts and
approaches to protecting human rights and freedoms
in rapidly changing technologies and new forms of
communication.
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Scope of application of research results.

The results of this study can be applied in
various fields related to the information society.
Specifically, they can be useful for:

Developing policies and strategies in the field of
information technology that take into account the
categories of equality and freedom.

Managing information systems and services to
ensure accessibility, freedom of expression, and
security for all users.

Education, including the development of
courses on information literacy and culture, as well
as the training of personnel in the field of
information technology.

Developing civil society and democracy,
including the protection of citizens' rights and
freedoms in the information space.

Social engineering aimed at creating conditions
for fair and equal development of society as a
whole.

Philosophical and sociological research aimed at
analyzing the categories of equality and freedom in
the context of the information society.

Application of results:

* Legal sphere: new legal norms and
mechanisms for protecting human rights and
freedoms in the online environment can be
developed based on the study of these aspects;

* Social sphere: the development of new ethical
and philosophical approaches to the use of
information technology and social networks can
lead to the creation of more effective and safe online
communities.

1.1 Modern Concepts of Equality and
Freedom

In modern society, equality and freedom can also be
linked to concepts such as social justice, economic
equality, and environmental protection. Overall, the
modern understanding of equality and freedom is
broader and more complex, taking into account a
multitude of social, economic, political, and
environmental factors that can impact these
categories (Dworkin, 1981).

The information society is a society in which
information technologies play an important role in
the production, dissemination, and use of
information. This leads to changes in the political,
economic, and cultural characteristics of society.

Overall, the information society is characterized
by rapid changes in all areas of human life and
activity. This leads to the emergence of new
opportunities and challenges in the political,

economic, and cultural spheres. To effectively adapt
to changes in the information society, it is necessary
to be able to quickly and flexibly respond to changes
and use information technologies in the most
effective and beneficial way for society (Rawls,
1971).

The philosophical and legal aspects of studying
the information society are interrelated and
important for creating a more just and free society.

On the one hand, philosophical aspects allow us
to reflect on the essence and values that determine
the use of information technologies. The philosophy
of information explores concepts such as
knowledge, truth, freedom, democracy, justice, their
relationship with information technologies, and the
ethical, social, and political consequences of using
these technologies (Sen, 1992).

On the other hand, legal aspects concern the
legislation, rights, and freedoms that regulate the
use of information technologies. The legal study of
the information society includes the analysis of
legislation, court decisions, rules, and norms that
regulate issues such as personal data protection,
freedom of expression, information accessibility,
etc.

It is important to understand that philosophical
and legal aspects interact with each other and
influence each other. For example, philosophical
analysis can help better understand the ethical and
social consequences of using information
technology and demand changes in legislation to
protect the rights and freedoms of citizens. In turn,
legal analysis can help understand which rights and
freedoms need protection and propose new ideas for
discussion in the context of philosophical debates
about the significance and essence of information
and technology in modern society.

Studying the legal aspects of the categories of
equality and freedom in modern society is important
to identify and protect the rights and freedoms of
citizens in various spheres of life, including
information technology (Raz, 1986).

Some of the legal aspects that can be studied in
the context of categories of equality and freedom
include:

Legislation: studying the legislation that
regulates the equality and freedom of citizens in the
information society. This may include an analysis of
constitutional rights, laws on the protection of
personal data, laws on freedom of speech, etc.

Protection of rights: studying legal mechanisms
that ensure the protection of citizens' rights to
equality and freedom. This may include an analysis



of judicial practice, decisions of international
courts, complaint mechanisms, etc.

Control: studying mechanisms for monitoring
compliance with legislation on equality and
freedom. This may include an analysis of the work
of independent bodies for the protection of citizens'
rights, monitoring of social networks and other
online platforms.

Discrimination: studying issues related to
discrimination in the information society. This may
include an analysis of various forms of
discrimination (e.g. based on race, gender, age),
which can manifest themselves in the online
environment, and the development of mechanisms
to prevent them.

Application: studying legal issues related to the
application of new technologies in the context of
equality and freedom. This may include an analysis
of issues of confidentiality, protection of copyright,
censorship and other legal aspects that may arise as
a result of the use of new technologies.

Thus, the legal aspects of studying the categories
of equality and freedom in modern society are
important for ensuring the protection of citizens'
rights and freedoms in the information society. They
can also help identify issues and challenges related
to the implementation of equality and freedom in the
online environment and propose ways to address
them.

In addition, studying the legal aspects can help
shape public opinion on the importance of
protecting citizens' rights and freedoms in the
information society and draw attention to the need
for more effective mechanisms and policies to
protect them (Cohen, 1989).

For example, studying legislation on the
protection of personal data can help understand how
companies and organizations should handle citizens'
personal data online, while analyzing judicial
practice can show which rights of citizens to
freedom of speech may be restricted and how this
can affect their rights and freedoms overall.

Studying the philosophical and ethical aspects of
the concepts of equality and freedom in the
information society involves analyzing various
ethical theories and their applications to modern
technologies, as well as discussing ethical issues
that arise in the information society.

One of the key philosophical theories related to
equality and freedom in the information society is
liberalism. Liberalism emphasizes individual
freedom and rights as the basis of social welfare and
guarantees every person's right to freedom and
equality. In the information society, this means that

people have the right to communicate and exchange
information freely and openly without restrictions
from the government or other structures.

In addition, studying the philosophical and
ethical aspects of equality and freedom in the
information society includes analyzing ethical
problems that arise in the collection, processing, and
use of information. These problems include issues
of confidentiality, privacy, security, and fairness.
For example, how to ensure the protection of
personal data in the digital world? What rules
should be followed when collecting and using
information about internet users? How to prevent
the use of digital technologies for discrimination
and violation of rights?

Studying the philosophical and ethical aspects of
equality and freedom in the information society also
involves discussing social and political issues
related to accessibility and distribution of
information resources. For example, how can we
ensure equal access to the Internet and information
technologies for all citizens, including those living
in remote or underprivileged areas? How can we
prevent the creation of digital inequality and
discrimination based on access to and use of
information?

Overall, studying the philosophical and ethical
aspects of equality and freedom in the information
society is important for understanding how digital
technologies impact our lives and how we can use
them to achieve public welfare and justice. It also
helps us define ethical frameworks and principles
that should guide the use of information
technologies in society (Sen, 1992).

Some of the key principles related to equality
and freedom in the information society include:

* The principle of freedom of information -
every person has the right to freely and without
restrictions receive, transmit, and search for
information.

* The principle of privacy - every person has the
right to confidentiality and protection of their
personal data in the digital world.

* The principle of justice - access to information
resources and technologies should be evenly
distributed throughout society, and the use of digital
technologies should not lead to discrimination or
violation of rights.

* The principle of responsibility - every person
should be responsible for their actions and use of
information technologies in accordance with social
norms and ethical principles.

In other words, analyzing the philosophical and
ethical aspects of equality and freedom in the



information society helps us better understand these
principles and apply them in practice to create a
more just and equal society in the digital age.

2 RETROSPECTIVE ANALYSIS
OF THE CONCEPTS OF
EQUALITY AND FREEDOM

There are numerous opinions among philosophers
and scholars regarding freedom and equality as the
most important human values. Some of them belong
to the most well-known philosophers and scholars:

Immanuel Kant also believed that freedom and
equality are fundamental human values. He
believed that each person has the freedom to choose
their actions, but that this freedom should be limited
to protect the rights of others. Kant believed that all
people are equal before the law and that the
government should protect their rights and
freedoms. He also believed that people should be
educated and developed in order to make informed
decisions and participate in social life (Taylor,
1994).

According to Karl Marx, equality is more
important than freedom, and equality can only be
achieved by eliminating economic inequality. He
argued that capitalism creates inequality and
exploitation of the working class, and that workers
should unite and fight for their rights and interests.
Marx believed that freedom can be limited in the
interests of society as a whole and that the
government should be based on principles of social
justice (Arneson, 2013).

The understanding of freedom and equality in
the works of Marx and Kant differs significantly.
Kant considered freedom and equality as
fundamental categories of moral philosophy. He
understood freedom as the ability of the will to act
in accordance with the universal law that a person
establishes for themselves. Kant rejected the idea of
external coercion, believing that true freedom lies in
voluntary submission to the law that we establish
ourselves. Additionally, Kant adhered to the idea of
absolute equality of all people as moral subjects
before the law. He believed that any violation of
personal equality, for example, based on gender,
race or social status, is unacceptable.

Marx, in turn, understood freedom as liberation
from exploitation and slavery, which he saw in the
capitalist system. He believed that true freedom is
only possible in a society where there is no
exploitation of one person by another. Marx also

advocated for equality, but he understood it not only
as equality before the law, but also as equality in
social conditions of life. In his works, he spoke
about the need to overcome differences in wealth,
access to education, and other resources to ensure
full equality for all people (Kymlicka, 1990).

It turns out that Kant and Marx differ in their
understanding of freedom and equality. For Kant,
freedom is the ability to act according to one's own
will within the framework of the law, and equality
is equality before the law. For Marx, freedom is
liberation from exploitation, and equality is equality
in living conditions. However, both philosophers
advocated for the protection of human rights and the
inadmissibility of violations of equality and
freedom in society.

The concepts of equality and freedom, in the
context of the implementation of individual rights in
the information society, are objectively presented in
the works of Jacques Derrida, John Rosenberg, and
Andrey Melua.

Jacques Derrida is a French philosopher who
proposed the concept of deconstruction of the idea
of equality. In his works, he shows that equality
cannot be achieved in the full sense of the word,
since any definition of equality will always include
exceptions and hierarchies. He also asserts that the
idea of equality cannot be fully realized in the
information society, since access to information and
the opportunities to use it are distributed unevenly
in society.

John Rosenberg is a law professor at the State
University of New York. He proposes the concept
of the right to freedom of information, which should
be recognized as one of the fundamental human
rights. He emphasizes the importance of the
availability of information and the freedom to use it
in society. He also asserts that the right to freedom
of information should not violate the rights of other
people and should not lead to the dissemination of
false information or violence.

Andrey Melua is a philosopher and sociologist
who considers the information society as a new type
of society based on the use of information. He
proposes the concept of freedom of information,
which should be protected as one of the fundamental
human rights. He also emphasizes that freedom of
information should be combined with responsibility
for the use of this information and should not violate
the rights of other people.



3 RESULTS

Based on the conducted research, the following
conclusions can be made:

The categories of equality and freedom play an
important role in shaping the modern information
society and are key to the development of civil
society and democracy.

The ontological approach to defining the
categories of equality and freedom allows
understanding their essence and role in the
information society.

The interrelation between the categories of
equality and freedom in the information society lies
in the fact that equality is the basis for freedom,
while freedom contributes to the development of
equality.

The relevance of the research results is that
understanding the ontological foundations of the
categories of equality and freedom is necessary for
the development of policies and strategies in the
field of information technology and social justice.

Directions for further research may include
analyzing the interaction between the categories of
equality and freedom in the information society, as
well as studying their impact on social structures
and processes. It is also possible to investigate the
social and political aspects of the information
society related to the categories of equality and
freedom. Further study of the ontology of equality
and freedom in the information society in
philosophical and legal aspects has great potential
for expanding knowledge in the fields of
philosophy, law, and information technology
(Gewirth, 1978).

In the philosophical aspect, a possible direction
for the development of the topic could be further
exploration of ethical principles related to equality
and freedom in the information society, and their
application in specific situations, such as internet
privacy, information control, and freedom of
speech. The role of technological innovations in
creating new forms of equality and freedom in the
information society can also be investigated.

In the legal aspect, possible research directions
could include issues related to legal regulation of
access to information and protection of personal
data in the digital space. This includes issues related
to protection of copyright and intellectual property
rights, as well as issues related to responsibility and
punishments for violations of these rights.

It is also possible to investigate how legal
institutions can respond to changes in the
information society, and how they can adapt to

ensure a balance between freedom and the
protection of the rights and interests of citizens.

Overall, further development of the topic of
"ontology of equality and freedom in the
information society in philosophical and legal
aspects" can contribute to a deeper understanding of
issues related to the use of information technology,
as well as help develop new legal and ethical
approaches to ensure the protection of rights and
freedoms in the digital world.

4 DISCUSSION

One of the most important questions in this
discussion is what ontological foundations underlie
the categories of equality and freedom, and how
they relate to the modern information society.
Philosophers and sociologists have been studying
these questions for a long time.

Michael Sandel, a professor of political
philosophy at Harvard University and a well-known
political philosopher, points out that nowadays the
ideas of equality and freedom have become the
fundamental principles not only in the political
sphere but also in the social, economic, and cultural
spheres. In his works, he examines issues of justice
and public choice in the modern world. David
Harvey, a professor of anthropology and geography
of the city at the University of California, Berkeley,
studies socio-economic changes happening in the
world, especially in cities. In his works, he
emphasizes how equality and freedom affect urban
life and society as a whole.

Sandra Harding, a professor of sociology at
Newcastle University, studies social differentiation
and inequality in the information society. She
focuses on how different groups and interests in
society use information technologies and how this
affects equality and freedom. Jonathan Zittrain, a
professor of law at Berkeley University, studies
human rights and freedom of expression in the
information society. In his works, he examines
issues of free speech, control, and censorship on the
internet and social media.

Alexandre Kojéve emphasized in his works that
freedom and equality are fundamental categories of
philosophy and sociology and that these categories
have deep ontological roots. He believed that
equality is one of the basic categories of the social
world and that freedom and equality are interrelated
concepts.

On the other hand, the works of Friedrich Hayek
emphasize that attempts to create equality and



freedom at the societal level inevitably lead to
dictatorship and oppression. He believed that
freedom is best achieved through individual
liberties rather than collective rights.

Thus, there is a debate among scholars about the
best way to achieve freedom and equality in society.
Some argue that collective rights are necessary to
protect the equality and freedom of all citizens,
while others claim that individual liberties are more
effective in achieving this goal. However, despite
differences in opinions, most scholars agree that
freedom and equality are essential components of
modern information society, and that further
research and development of these concepts will be
necessary to maintain justice and equality in society.

5 CONCLUSION

This work considers the categories of equality and
freedom in the information society and their
ontological relationship. It is shown that these
categories are interconnected and interdependent, as
equality implies the existence of freedom, and vice
versa.

The main philosophical and legal concepts of
equality and freedom in the information society are
discussed. In particular, the concepts of Jacques
Derrida, John Rosenberg, Andrei Melua, and other
authors are examined. It is shown that these
concepts include different aspects of the notions of
equality and freedom, their relationship with human
rights, and the accessibility of information.

Possible ways to improve the existing concepts
of the categories of equality and freedom in the
information society are proposed. In particular, the
need to strengthen the protection of rights to
equality and freedom in the information space is
emphasized, as well as the creation of new legal
mechanisms to regulate issues related to the
accessibility of information in the information
society.

Thus, the study of the ontology of equality and
freedom in the information society from a
philosophical and legal perspective is an important
and relevant topic that requires further development
and deepening. The concepts and ideas discussed in
this work can serve as a basis for further work in the
field of human rights, information ethics, and
philosophy.

REFERENCES

Anderson, E., 1999. What is the point of equality? Ethics,
109(2), 287-337.

Arneson, R. J., 2013. Equality and equal opportunity for
welfare. Social Philosophy and Policy, 30(1-2), 233-
257.

Berlin, 1., 1958. Two concepts of liberty. Oxford
University Press.

Cohen, G. A., 1989. On the currency of egalitarian justice.
Ethics, 99(4), 906-944.

Dworkin, R., 1981. What is equality? Part 1: Equality of
welfare. Philosophy and Public Affairs, 10(3), 185-
246.

Fraser, N., 1997. Justice interruptus: Critical reflections
on the "postsocialist” condition. Routledge.

Freeman, S., 2000. The impossibility of equality. Harvard
University Press.

Gewirth, A., 1978. Reason and morality. University of
Chicago Press.

Kymlicka, W., 1990. Contemporary political philosophy:
An introduction. Oxford University Press.

Nussbaum, M. C., 1999. Sex and social justice. Oxford
University Press.

Rawls, J., 1971. A theory of justice. Harvard University
Press.

Raz, J., 1986. The morality of freedom. Clarendon Press.

Sen, A., 1992. Inequality reexamined. Russell Sage
Foundation.

Taylor, C., 1994. The politics of recognition. In A.
Gutmann (Ed.), Multiculturalism: Examining the
politics of recognition (pp. 25-74). Princeton
University Press.

Walzer, M., 1983. Spheres of justice: A defense of
pluralism and equality. Basic Books.



