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This article is devoted to the analysis of the concept "sustainable development™ as a lingvocultural construct.

The relevance of the study is due to the fact that sustainable development is considered a fundamental element
in the global strategy of change. However, discussions do not stop around the concept of sustainable
development and the ways of transition to a new civilization. The purpose of the article is to identify the
national features of the concept of "sustainable development" reflected in the language. As a methodological
basis for the study, a constructive approach was used in relation to the process of conceptualization of
sustainable development, as well as the ideas of synergetics about the self-organization of complex systems.
It is concluded that changing the parameters of the conceptual system leads to a change in discourse and its

restructuring.

1 INTRODUCTION

The ideas of sustainable development of social,
economic and environmental spheres of human
civilization began to be developed by the
international community at the end of the 20th
century. Interest in the problem of development
arises, as a rule, in those historical periods that are
characterized by an acceleration in the pace and
instability of the social development parameters. In
1987 the International Commission on Environment
and Development (ICED) published the report Our
Common  Future.  Since  then,  sustainable
development has been understood as a fundamental
element in the global strategy for change.

The pursuit of sustainable development has
become a key challenge for many countries and
regions. The report defines  "sustainable
development"” as "development that meets the needs
of the present without compromising the ability of
future generations to meet their own needs." In 1992,
at the UN Conference on Environment and
Development in Rio de Janeiro, this concept began to
be used as the name of a new concept of the existence
of all mankind. The authors of the report "Our
Common Future" believe that the key concepts that
define the essence of sustainable development are:
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- the concept of needs, in particular the needs
necessary for the existence of the poorest segments of
the population, which should be the subject of a
paramount decision;

- the concept of limitations, due to the state of
technology and the organization of society, imposed
on the ability of the environment to meet present and
future needs (Report "Our Common Future", 1987).

The prerequisites for the concept of sustainable
development are found in the works of K. Marx, O.
Comte, G. Spencer. Their ideas were connected with
the idea of society's transition from a chaotic state to
a harmonious, controlled development. The analysis
of modern philosophical and natural science
foundations of the sustainable development concept
is based on the works of P. Teilhard de Chardin, E.K.
Tsiolkovsky, V.1. Vernadsky, N.N. Moiseeva.

A significant theoretical and methodological basis
for solving the problem of sustainable development
was created in the works of foreign authors who
consider the driving forces and prospects for the
development of modern civilization (D. Bell, E.
Giddens, J. Galbraith, M. Castells, M. Kernea, J.
Nesbit, E Toffler, etc.).

In the domestic tradition, issues of sustainable
development and discussions around understanding
its essence, as well as the origins of the concepts of



sustainable development, attempts to generalize
them, the place and role of various spheres of human
activity, and the significance for human civilization
in the context of sustainable development were dealt
with by V.I. Danilov-Danilyan, N..N.Moiseev,
A.D.Ursul and others.

It should be noted that in the total significant
number of works devoted to the problem of
sustainable development, not so many works are
devoted to language problems. So, among domestic
authors, we can note Trubitsyna L.V., who considers
the cultural concept as a means of organizing the
content of education for sustainable development
(Trubitsina, 2015) and V.E. Levyakova, who dealt
with the issue of cognitive modeling of the business
sphere concepts in the “Sustainable development”
paradigm / “Sustainable Development” (Levyakova,
2013). Among English-speaking authors, we can cite
as an example the work of Williams S. Mark. The use
of English in northern development discourse and its
impact on the formation of a global sustainable
development agenda for the period after 2015 (Mark,
2015).

Discourse about development is a process of
meaning formation. They turn out to be the basis due
to which the concepts, theories and practices of real
social changes are created and recreated. We can say
that discourse is a message that has a certain style and
is based on the ideology behind it. Due to its internal
energy resources, as a result of reactions to
information coming from both outside and inside,
discourse self-organizes (Olizko, 2015).

In the scientific community, the need to
develop a sustainable development strategy is beyond
doubt.  The dispute is around the very concept of
sustainable development and the ways of transition to
a new civilization. At the same time, English-
speaking authors note that only a small number of
words used in the English-dominated development
discourse can be translated into other languages:
many of them begin to be used in other languages as
loanwords and thus determine the principles of policy
implementation (Cornwall, 2010). But there is
another understanding. For example, Academician V.
A. Zubakov emphasizes that “Russia cannot rely on
the concept of Rio (“sustainable development”) and
is obliged to prepare in advance for the great
bifurcation of evolution, which is decisive in the
history of mankind” (Zubakov, 1995).

At the same time, the term “sustainable
development” itself is used in the available literature

in a wide range of meanings: “balanced
development”, “acceptable development”,
“reliability”, “stabilization”, “strength”,

“continuous”, “self-sustaining”, “long-term”,
"viable" development, "co-evolution of man and the
biosphere”, "ensuring continuous progress" (Rabosh,
2009).

The formation of new relationships between
man, society and nature and their mutual influence led
to the emergence of a triune concept of sustainable
development. Social, environmental and economic
spheres as elements of sustainable development
should be considered in a balanced way. We are
talking about new ways, means and mechanisms of
self-organization. The problem is that sustainable
development is the ideal model for the future. In real
practice, a person is forced to agree on reality and
model, since differences between them are
fundamentally inevitable. A person does not mirror
the surrounding world, but constructs and structures
it in his mind, which is largely provided by language.
Any doctrine creates and uses some system of
concepts. Thus, the conscious design of this or that
activity assumes that a person comes to solving a
problem, for example, to designing sustainable
development, based on the cultural experience
reflected in his mind. Variability in the construction
of the concept is inevitable, as well as the plurality of
its understanding and interpretation.

2 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This paper uses a constructive approach in relation to
the process of conceptualization of sustainable
development. Cognition of complex self-developing
systems is not enough to interpret as intellectual
production, the object is constructed in the
intellectual and cultural space of human activity. A
construct is a concept with a voluminous and
developed structure. The semantic space of the
concept functions as a network, where each sign is
interpreted through others (Brazgovskaya, 2016).

In cognition, those qualities of the real world are
extracted from reality that are correlated with the
needs of the cognizer and for the extraction of which
the cognitive apparatus is evolutionarily tuned. The
term concept covers the subject areas of several
scientific fields dealing with the problems of thinking
and cognition, storage and processing of information.
Despite the multiple hypotheses existing in modern
science and the disagreement of opinions about the
essence and functioning of the concept, it can be
understood philosophically and phenomenologically
as an idea, its eidos, the most central, core part of the
content of the word, motivating all its uses (Pesina,
Vtorushina, 2016).



A concept is always an object of comparative
analysis. Conceptualization is a methodological
procedure for introducing certain ontological
representations, providing a theoretical organization
of knowledge and schematization of the connection
of concepts that reflect possible trends in the change
of the referential field of objects, which allows
producing hypotheses about their nature and
complexity of relationships (Chernikova, 2018)

3 STUDY RESULTS

The triune concept of sustainable development
includes economic development, social progress,
responsibility for the environment. The goal of this
concept is to create an honest, abundant, habitable
world. The concept covers many issues that ensure
the successful development of society: employment,
business ethics, innovation, expansion, efficient use
of resources, production in accordance with the
principles of sustainable development, product life
cycle management, respect for human rights,
healthcare, quality  education, biodiversity
conservation, control over change climate,
maintaining clean air and water, zero waste.

In this case, we are talking about conceptual
derivation. Any change observed in the structure or
semantics of a language unit occurs at the level of
meanings, at the conceptual level, and it is of interest
to study the mechanisms that determine the dynamics
of concepts or conceptual derivation. In conceptual
derivation, two or more concepts influence each other
by inheriting information from several original
concepts, which leads to the creation of a derived
concept. When considering the main factors leading
to conceptual derivation, it is necessary to take into
account both the interaction of concepts and the
existence of a mental space.

The mutual influence of concepts is reflected in
the interaction of the language units they represent.
As a result of switching from mental space to mental
area, hidden, probabilistic, associative information is
activated, everything that is called interference,
inferential knowledge.

Information activated under the influence of other
concepts  determines the  modification and
development of that part of the concept that was
originally represented, which leads to a secondary
representation.

Conceptual integration involves the creation of a
derivative component not only through the
arrangement of elements and values of the original
concepts, but also through the development of the

values of the original elements. The development
process makes it possible to create new meanings
based on the meanings of the original concepts, using
inferential and extralinguistic ~ knowledge.
Development is based on the ability of a person to
imagine, which is necessary for constructing new
meanings.

In addition to the development mechanism, the
mechanisms of juxtaposition, completion and
perspectiveization are used in conceptual integration.
Juxtaposition allows you to merge similar elements of
the original concepts and arrange their values.
Completion implies the introduction of new elements
that were not present in the original concepts.
Perspective implies confirmation or change in the
emphasis of the elements of the derived concept in
comparison with the emphasis of the elements of the
original concepts.

Conceptual derivation is based on the close
connection between the mental space and the mental
area. In conceptual integration, two ways can be
distinguished: simple and complicated. Conceptual
integration of a complicated type lies in the fact that
it sets in motion the mechanism of completion, and
not just the mechanisms of juxtaposition,
perspectiveization and development.

The Russian word society is borrowed from Old
Slavonic, koinonia (a tracing paper from the Greek).
From the end of the 11th century it begins to appear
in Russian literary monuments.

In the etymological dictionary by Krylov G. A,
we can find that the society (the Old Russian word) is
derived from the adjective obchiy, which was formed
from the verb to communicate, meaning the exchange
of thoughts and words, retaining the common Slavic
basis obwtjp, (common ). Related words are the
adjective public and the noun community.

D. N. Ushakov distinguishes the following main
meanings of the concept of society: population under
a common administration, a volost, something
separate and whole; a group of educated people of
the country (the equivalent of intelligentsia); the
system of industrial relations (communist society,
capitalist society, bourgeois society, feudal society,
primitive society); people having common objectives
and goals (trade wunions, cultural societies,
cooperatives); a circle of people belonging to the
privileged classes (accepted in society); the company
of people spending time together (the soul of society).

The concept of society appears in English in the
middle of the 16th century (in the meaning of friendly
communication with other people, camaraderie; the
French word société, from the Latin societas, from
socius/comrade.).



Most dictionaries distinguish the following
meanings of the English concept of society: people
living together and following a certain social order; a
community of people living in a certain territory
under certain laws, having common customs; a
certain part of society (“rural society”, “local
society”); a group of powerful people who belong to
a certain group in the community ("a society
wedding"); community of animals or plants; an
organization created for a specific aim or for a
specific type of activity; company of other people
(‘shunned by society”).

Examining the meanings of the concept society
we can observe that it denotes a group of people living
in a certain territory. In the English language special
importance is attached to the social order that
everyone has to observe which is not obvious in
Russian (Bogatyreva, 2021). However, the Russian
language focuses on industrial relations which is not
presented in English. Russian and English languages
distinguish the circle of educated, advanced people as
class associations, a privileged class who were called
intelligentsia in Russian society. In both languages,
the word society refers to an organization, a company
united people with a specific cause, a specific
purpose. Itis worth mentioning that the English word
society denotes a certain association of animals but
Russian uses the word community in this sense. The
Russian concept soul of society, which is understood
as being sociable, able to communicate with a large
number of people is expressed in English by man of
the people, life of the party.

Explanatory dictionaries of the Russian language
define economy (from the Greek oikonomiké,
literally the art of housekeeping) as a set of
production relations, all types of production that form
the national economy of a given country. In English,
economics refers to everything related to trade,
industry, money and profit. The English language
reflects this concept more generally, with an
emphasis on personal gain. At the same time, the
Russian language presents it as something in
common, connected with the joint activity of a group
of people for the benefit of their native country.

In English and Russian, the environment is a
complex of biological, physical, geographical,
cultural, social and political conditions that determine
the form and nature of human existence. The
environment has a huge impact on people's lives and
the development of society as a whole.

In English development is denoted by: the process
of growing, changing and becoming more advanced.
Ozhegov explains development as a process of
regular change, transition from one state to another,

more perfect; transition from an old qualitative state
to a new one, from simple to complex, from lower to
higher (laws of social development). Particular
emphasis is placed on the degree of consciousness,
culture, high mental development. In English this
concept is used in most cases in the field of economics
(brand development, channel development, product
development, new-product development, market
development, management development, human
resource development, economic development) while
for the Russian language the process of self-
development, spiritual development is important.
“The main point of progress is not in convenience or
even security. The development of civilization gives
a person the opportunity to concentrate spiritual
energy not on the humiliating hardships of life, but on
its deepest essence’. (Boris Akunin)

However, the importance of this concept can be
traced in the English language. "Spoiled can be
considered a life that has stopped in its development.”
(Oscar Wilde) "The right to be stupid is one of the
guarantees of the free development of the individual."
(Mark Twain)

4 DISCUSSION OF THE
RESULTS

The evolution of the language is inextricably linked
with the history and culture of the people, reflecting
the changes taking place in the life of society. New
generations not only make changes in the
comprehension of reality, but also in the language
means of this comprehension. Means can be words,
new meanings of known words, new estimates of
existing meanings, as well as new complex concepts
that include several concepts. Changes in political,
economic life, production activities, the development
of science, the expansion of international contacts
lead to changes in the vocabulary of the language.
The main semantic processes include meaning
expansion, meaning narrowing and rethinking.
Considering the triune concept of sustainable
development, it can be noted that each component of
this concept has its own cultural characteristics, its
own accents. Thus, in sustainable development for
different cultures its components have different
meanings depending on the socio-economic,
institutional, geographical and cultural characteristics
of the country's development that affect the
perception of various sustainable development goals.
In Russia the concept of sustainable development
is of great importance. Statistics show that about 90%


https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/brand-development
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/channel-development
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/product-development
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/product-development
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/new-product-development
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/market-development
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/market-development
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/management-development
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/human-resource-development
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/human-resource-development

of Russian companies implement sustainable
development goals in their business development
strategies. It should be noted that society's priorities
change over time. For example, for the Russian
perception the environmental component of
sustainable development was a priority. Recently
Russian companies are increasingly focusing their
attention on the quality of education, the growth of
the quality of life, the sustainable development of
cities and the improvement of their infrastructure.

Language carries ideas and concepts of cultural
and political significance. Although English words
come across as practical and neutral, in English-
dominated development discourse, only a small
number of words have translations into other
languages. Most English  words function as
loanwords in other languages, making them tied to
offers and policies (warrant, venture, dealer,
dumping, jobber, distributor, leasing, liquid,
reimport, rent, reexport, realtor, royalty, cif,
factoring, fob, holding). A new trendy borrowing is
car sharing (the short-term rental of cars). In the
process of globalization, the English language has its
influence on the languages of different peoples, but
the basis of the values, culture and language of these
peoples remains unchanged.

5 CONCLUSIONS

Culture and language, as phenomena, assume their
development and change. At the same time, universal
ideas are always mediated by national cultures.

A lingvocultural construct is a concept with a
voluminous and developed structure. The concept as
a potency realizes its being in endless actualization
within the framework of a particular culture.

The conceptual system is characterized, among
other things, by the intensification of non-linear, non-
coordinated and sometimes spontaneous acts, which
leads to the formation of weak system predictability.

The content of the "sustainable development"
construct in the Russian-speaking environment
differs from the English-speaking one, and,
consequently, both the strategy and the path of
sustainable development itself. Changing the
parameters of the conceptual system leads to a change
in discourse and its restructuring. First of all, these
changes occur in the human mind. This is a kind of
turning point in the understanding of reality, the
choice of new parameters for the perception of reality.

The processes taking place in the modern world
lead to the fact that national consciousness and self-
consciousness are the main means of maintaining the

stability of the individual and culture. Sustainable
development is an image of a desirable future. A
person models his own living space and coordinates
the reality and the model of reality. The interpretation
of meanings and the search for new meanings, the
borrowing and synthesis of ideas become a space for
the application of human practice. The stability of
changes in national culture and national thinking is
ensured by politics and education.
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