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Being the center of Eurasia, Russia represents the place of meetings of the West and East, the Christian and
Islamic world. For that reason, inter-ethnic and interfaith cooperation had been established for centuries. The
interest of scholars and theologians in studying the interaction of peoples and religions is constantly growing.
Of particular interest is the study of the traditions of inter-ethnic peace in the Volga region, the Ural, Siberia
and the Northern Caucasus. Tatarstan is recognized by UNESCO as a regional model of peacemaking,
including on the historical genesis of traditions of tolerance. This is, of course, a great credit to all participants
in the process of inter-ethnic and interfaith dialogue. Information and scientific and methodological support
play a significant role in this process. The work is devoted to the complex study of the problems associated
with the identification of trends, methodological foundations for the development of multicultural education
and its humanistic essence; revealing the peculiarities of its design and implementation in a multi-ethnic and
multicultural region. The article reveals the significance of cultural and historical experience of interaction
between Islamic and Christian cultures in the Volga region for the formation of tolerance and setting up a
dialogue of cultures in the modern world. It demonstrates the potential of teaching the humanities as the means

of harmonization of relations between ethnic and confessional denominations.

1 INTRODUCTION

The appeal to the origins of Russian culture shows
that it developed at the intersection of cultures,
constantly experiencing the influence of other
peoples. Thus, Russian culture developed from the
most origins in conditions of intercultural dialogue:
relations of Ancient Russia with Byzantium and Great
Steppe, with the Golden Horde, with western and
eastern neighbors of Russia. The heyday of Russian
culture alternated with periods of stagnation.
Moreover, the flourishing was always accompanied
by openness to others, a difficult, sometimes even
painful process of assimilating someone else, turning
someone else into your own. The problem of relations
between the peoples of Russia, in general, and their
cultures, in particular, is now the subject of special
attention on the part of both the scientific and
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pedagogical public, and the state, which first
announced the culture as one of the most important
national priorities. December 19, 2012, President V.
Putin approved the "Strategy of the state national
policy of the Russian Federation for the period until
2025", focusing mainly on solving the problem of
preservation and development of ethnic and cultural
diversity and identity of the peoples of Russia,
through the strengthening of national unity and
nationwide civic consciousness. V. Putin also said in
his earlier speech that “... the fate of Russia was
developed by the union of different peoples,
traditions and cultures”. Today, this problem has been
solved in the sphere of education, as one of the factors
of the formation of ideas about "the other" in a multi-
religious society is education, both secular and
religious.



Already in the late 1990s, Tatarstan created
conditions for the development of education on the
basis of a multicultural educational model and, as a
result, now a system of secular and national-religious
education is formed, which includes all levels, from
primary to higher one, and helps to solve the
problems of formation of Russian civil identity.

2 MATERIALS AND METHODS

Analysis of the discussions and debates on the issue
of intercultural communication shows its pendency
and suggests the hypothesis that the solution of this
problem is primarily associated with the development
of the education system, both secular and religious
(Nabiev, Nabiev, Fazliev, Shakurov, 2016).

The research base is formed of program
documents on the development of education in the
post-Soviet period.

The hypothesis was tested with the use of the
general scientific methods of theoretical analysis,
synthesis, analogy, as well as a comparative-
historical method.

The conducted analysis showed that the work on
the reorganization of the secular and religious
education, started in Russia at the turn of the century,
has achieved some positive results. Here, a special
emphasis was made on the positive regional
experience of the RT, which can be used in the
education system throughout the country.

3 RESULTS

For Russia, the dialogue of cultures is a way of
survival for a country with a multi-ethnic, multi-
confessional and multicultural population. Only
dialogue can ensure the preservation and
development of cultural diversity (Brodovskaya,
Buravleva, Galimzyanova, Fazliev, 2017). This
process determines the socio-cultural environment of
Russian society (Fazliev, Ibragimov, Galeeva,
Sattarova, 2018). Let's hope that it will be reflected in
the educational literature and in generalizing works
on the history of Russian civilization. Russia has a
centuries-old experience in interethnic and inter-
confessional dialogue. One of the concepts that
consider the interaction of cultures of Russian people
is the concept of the Eurasians, which represented
Russian culture as synthetic: both European and
Asian.

Due to voluntary compliance with the rules of
inter-cultural dialogue, the neighboring peoples in the
process of long-term cross-cultural communication
can form a culture similar in its main features, but
with their own specificity, and this is a fundamental
difference from the artificial mixing of cultural
traditions as a result of “enslaving ambitions of one
of cohabiting peoples” (Trubetskoi, 1995). N.S.
Trubetskoi  associated  special  features  of
development of Russian culture with the
ethnographic composition and character of the
Russian people and, accordingly, its relation to a
foreign culture (Trubetskoi, 1991). Today, the
Eurasians’ ideas are of great importance for the
development of intercultural dialogue theory.

Works on the problems of intercultural
communication and dialogue between cultures are
devoted to the same issue. The concept of
"intercultural communication" was introduced in the
1950s by American cultural anthropologist Edward
Hall (Hall, 1990). A classic of the theory of dialogue
is M. Buber. A man, according to M. Buber, finds his
own essence by only absorbing all common to all
mankind, and correlating himself with other people
(Buber, 2003). J. Ortega y Gasset pointed out that
only "a complex, multi-layered dialogue between
cultures promotes the formation of human values”
(Gasset, 1932).

Understanding of the dialogue of culture both in
its nature and in its essence is reflected in the works
by Claude Levi-Strauss. He stood for the preservation
of the unique features of each individual culture
(Claude, 1979). In his view, the variety of cultures
initially involves their isolation and requires dialogue.

At the turn of XX-XXI a problem of mutual
relations of the Russian Empire with its national
"suburbs™ caused a special interest of Russian and
foreign authors. Some authors concluded that there
was no uniform policy of "Russification™ throughout
the whole Russian Empire. There was only a common
long-term strategy (Miller, 2002).

A number of studies have been devoted to various
aspects of the Orthodox-Islamic relations in the
Volga-Ural region. Features of the spiritual and
socio-political development of the Muslims of the
Volga and Ural regions are described in a monograph
by M. Kemper (Kemper, 2009).

Interaction between the empire and its "oriental
subjects™ is considered in the work by Robert Gerasi
(Geraci, 2005). Problems of ethnic variety within the
Orthodox community, and the relationship of
Orthodoxy and “foreign confessions" are covered by
Paul Werth (William, 2002). Vera Tolz writes about



the role of Russian oriental studies in the dialogue of
cultures (Tolz, 2012).

One of the results of the political changes
occurred in Russia in the early 1990s was a religious
revival that has had a major impact on the socio-
cultural life of the country and the national republics
of the Volga region. This has been reflected in the
programs of national organizations, social
movements (such as Tatar — ATPC (all-Tatar Public
Center), Ittifag, Magarif, etc.) and in the attention
they paid to the problem of Islam revival and its
special role in the development of ethnic and national
identity. At the same time, the place and role of the
state in social and religious processes was
determined: in 1997, to counter the penetration of
radical religious ideology the Federal Law "On
Freedom of Conscience and Religious Associations”
was adopted. This law has ordered the activities of
religious organizations in the country and formulated
a model of the state policy in the sphere of freedom
of conscience — a support for religions and
denominations traditional to Russia.

However, on June 19, 2002, Russian President V.
Putin had to return to this issue. He stressed the need
to develop a set of measures to provide
organizational, financial and methodological
assistance in the development of the sphere of
religious education. By the order of the President of
the Russian Federation, the Ministry of Education and
Science has developed and on November 15, 2005
approved the Comprehensive Support Program for
the development of the sphere of religious education,
primarily Islamic. In June 2012, the Council for
Interethnic Relations was established under the
President of the Russian Federation. On August 20,
2013 the Russian government approved the federal
target program of “Enhancement of the unity of the
Russian nation and ethno-cultural development of
Russia (2014-2020)", and on May 14, 2014 — Action
Plan for the training of advanced specialists in the
history and culture of Islam in 2014-2016.

The republic has developed a political and legal
formula based on the fact that Tatarstan is a multi-
religious and multi-ethnic entity of the Russian
Federation. It included the following provisions: the
balancing of interests between the two confessions:
Islam and Christianity, and the equality of all
religious communities before the law, which meant
consideration of interests upon transfer of religious
buildings, restoration and construction of churches
and mosques, as well as provision of assistance in the
formation of the religious education system.

Since 2000, the Republic of Tatarstan started to
implement measures in the field of religious

education, contributing to the prevention of the
perception of Islam in its radical manifestations:
activities on unification of the curriculum of
professional Islamic schools; examination of
textbooks; engagement of the specialist of the
traditional to VVolga region Muslims Hanafi madhhab;
and publication of theological works by Tatar
religious leaders. These measures have contributed to
the promotion of tolerance among the believers in the
teaching process in Muslim schools.

The sphere of religious education has paid serious
attention to the historical traditions, language and
culture. Based on the recommendation of the Council
for Religious Affairs under the Cabinet of Ministers
of the Republic of Tatarstan, the following subjects
has been included in the curricula of religious schools
such as "History of Russia", “History of Tatarstan",
“History of Shamail" (calligraphy), "Tatar language",
etc., which contributed to the development of
tolerance and implementation of the national law "On
Freedom of Conscience and Religious Associations"
(1999).

One of the most pressing and controversial issues
in the modern Russian society is the problem of
teaching religion (confessional) and religious (supra-
confessional) disciplines: the feasibility of their
teaching in general, its place in the curriculum, and
teaching principles. This problem is connected with
the religious revival of the late XX cent., when it was
understood that the secular nature of the state does not
mean the displacement of religion from public life.
Both religion and religious associations are separate
from the state, but not from the society. In multi-
confessional state, this means that the secular power
is focused on dialogue and cooperation with all
religions (except for extremism).

A kind of compromise could be the teaching the
history of religions in secondary and higher
educational institutions of the country. In early 1990,
the Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation
recommended introducing "History of Religions",
"Religions of the World", and "Fundamentals of
Russian spirituality” as optional school subjects. But
the next step was the decision of the Ministry to
include in the curriculum a new elective course of
"Fundamentals of Orthodox Culture".

This decision of the Ministry set off a negative
reaction (for various reasons) of the majority of
population. The work has started to overcome the
resulted situation. As a result, since 2007, high
schools of RT started teaching an integrated course of
"History of Religions". A historical-cultural approach
was taken for the tutorial basis, while dogmatic
statements were minimized. The main purpose of this



course was to teach children to respect the customs
and traditions of other nations. Thus, a serious
attempt has been made to destroy a frontier that
hampers the establishment of the united community,
through the study of the history and culture of the
representatives of different religious confessions.

The study of the opinions of teachers and students
has shown that a significant proportion of respondents
(70%) spoke in favor of the need to study the course
of "History of religions” in the schools, 90% of
respondents considers that school curricula of
religions nature must cover all religions of the world
(Mustafin, 2010).

A number of the Russian Federation entities
expressed interest in teaching the course of "History
of Religions" by using this tutorial. This course
should result not only in a cultural enrichment of
students, but also in a better understanding of the fact
that Russia is a multi-national state, and Russian
society is a multi-confessional rather than mono-
confessional structure.

There is also a clear need to introduce the course
of "History of Religions" for students of higher
education establishments. Currently, only some
humanist students study this course, both in the
republic and in the country. Teaching the history of
religions to students of all disciplines will not only
contribute to the solution of educational problems,
but also promote their moral education.

Another problem is associated with the training of
specialists in religious studies within the system of
higher education, which is still in its formative stage
due to the lack of single space of religions education.
This means that, firstly, there is no full-fledged
professional community coordinating the efforts of
Russian religious studies, especially in the field of
education; secondly, the various universities have
different professional disciplines; and thirdly, there is
a number of conceptual problems. There is no any
single in content foundation of theological literature,
including  textbooks, in  higher  education
establishments.

The formation of the modern Russian Muslim
education system started in the 1990s. Currently, in
the Republic of Tatarstan, it includes Ibtadiia
(primary), Sanaviia (secondary) and Galliia (high
school) levels of education — these are 10 professional
madrasahs and one Russian Islamic Institute
(University).

Russian Islamic University (the first Islamic
university in Russia) was established in 1998 in
Kazan. Its establishment marked a new stage in the
formation of state-Islamic relations. Both the society
and the power structures came to understanding of the

need to create conditions for returning the religious
values and traditions to the spiritual and political life
of the Russian society that were developed by
Russian Muslims for centuries. The establishment of
Russian Islamic University has formed the conditions
for the preparation of not only religious leaders, but
also the Muslim intellectuals and theologians able to
get objective information about Islam over to the
wider community that will weaken the Islamophobic
sentiment and strengthen the traditions of tolerance
(Mukhametshin, 2012).

Besides that, The Bolgar Islamic Academy, which
opened in 2017, is a scientific and educational center
where the main professional educational program of
higher religious education at the level of master’s and
doctoral studies is implemented and scientific
research in various branches of Islamic theology is
carried out. The city of Bolgar in the Republic of
Tatarstan was not chosen by accident as the location
of a world-class Islamic scientific and educational
center. Here are the origins of traditional Islam, which
for centuries determined the course and character of
the development of spiritual culture of many Muslim
peoples of Russia. Bolgar, the capital of Volga
Bulgaria, in ancient times was the largest city in
Eastern Europe, the center of trade, science, politics,
and arts. In 922, during the reign of Almush-khan,
with the participation of the Baghdad embassy, Islam
was declared the state religion in this land, and Volga
Bulgaria became the northernmost Muslim outpost.
The Bolgar Islamic Academy is a federal project
supported by Russian President Vladimir V. Putin.
Putin. Its establishment was initiated by three
centralized spiritual centers of Muslims of Russia: the
Central Spiritual Board of Muslims of Russia (Ufa),
the Spiritual Board of Muslims of the Russian
Federation (Moscow), and the Spiritual Board of
Muslims of the Republic of Tatarstan (Kazan). The
project was implemented in its present form,
including the material and technical part, through the
efforts of regional authorities headed by the President
of the Republic of Tatarstan R.N. Minnikhanov. The
mission of the Academy is to unite the Muslim
Ummah of Russia on the basis of the revival of the
Russian theological school and the development of
Islamic education, while the strategic goal is to
become and function as a leading Muslim scientific
and educational, spiritual and educational and expert-
consulting center. The Academy’s key objective is to
train highly qualified and competitive scholars and
theologians and religious figures who are called to
constitute the personnel elite of the Muslim ummah
of Russia. The first meeting of the Academy’s Board
of Trustees was held on February 8, 2020. The



meeting was chaired by the First Deputy Head of the
Presidential Administration S.V. Kirienko. It outlined
priority tasks to ensure the conditions for the full and
effective functioning of the Academy. The Academy
implements three-year professional educational
programs of higher religious education for master’s
and doctoral studies in the direction of «Training of
ministers and religious personnel of religious
organizations» (field of «Islamic Sciences», profile
«Islamic law», «Islamic theology», «Quranic
studies», «Hadith studies»), as well as a master’s
program in the direction 48.04.01 «Theology»
(profile «State and confessional relations in the
context of Islamic theology»). Thus, Academy
students have the opportunity on a competitive basis
to receive two diplomas simultaneously — in secular
and religious areas, which significantly increases
their competitiveness. In 2019, for the first time in the
history of Russia, the Council for awarding the degree
of Doctor of Islamic Sciences was created on the
platform of the Academy. The Council includes
famous scholars and theologians of the Islamic world
from Russia, Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Turkey, UAE,
India, and Bahrain. Doctoral dissertations in the fields
of «Islamic lawy», «Islamic theology», «Hadith
studies» and «Quranic studies» are accepted for
consideration and defense. The results of defenses are
approved by the Academy’s Board of Founders. It
should be noted that dissertations are written and
defended in Arabic. The Academy successfully
implements the «Visiting Professor» project, within
the framework of which leading Russian and foreign
Orientalists, scholars of theology and representatives
of other related scientific fields regularly hold special
courses and give lectures. The list of such experts
includes professor of Islamic studies at the Faculty of
Middle Eastern Studies at the University of Michigan
(Ann Arbor, USA) Knysh A.D., professor at the
Higher School of Economics Syukijinen L.R.,
professor, Chairman of the Council on Islamic
Education and Rector of the Russian Islamic Institute
Mukhametshin  R.M., a scholar from Syria
Muhammad Taufik Ramadan al-Boutiy, and
others. Activities in the educational process are aimed
at acquiring knowledge about constitutional rights,
the history of their state, the freedom and duties of
citizens. As part of such educational activities, events
dedicated to the Great Patriotic War, tolerance, the
fight against corruption, the anniversaries of religious
educators, etc. are organized. Students prepare
speeches, presentations, conduct flash mobs, etc.
Particular attention is paid to the formation of a
healthy lifestyle. The Academy sports club
successfully operates, students and employees

regularly participate in competitions of different
levels and take prizes. From year to year the
popularity of the Academy is growing among young
people with an interest in the Islamic sciences, and the
geography of the regions of the Russian Federation,
which are represented by applicants, is expanding.
Today, 134 students from 26 regions of Russia and
six foreign countries are studying at the Academy.
Every year the Academy holds a preparatory Summer
School for applicants. The program includes lectures
on the methodology of scientific and theological
research, Islamic disciplines, and practical classes
with a native speaker in Arabic. Currently, the
average job placement rate for graduates of the
Bolgar Islamic Academy is 93 percent, including 92
percent in their field of study. The Academy has a
considerable experience in holding scientific and
educational events aimed at consolidating the
intellectual  potential for the revival and
popularization of the local theological heritage. The
largest scientific and practical project of the Academy
is the annual International Bulgarian Forum
«Theological heritage of Muslims of Russia», which
in recent years brought together on its site more than
1500 participants from dozens of countries around the
world. The Academy has organized active work on
the study of domestic Islamic heritage. In a short
period of time, a collection of more than 1,300
manuscripts and rare editions of Islamic themes in
Arabic, old Tatar, and European languages was
assembled and used in research papers. An electronic
database of manuscript sources is being compiled.
With the assistance of the Academy’s foreign
partners, access to over 100,000 digitized
manuscripts in 40 countries was gained, and over
3,000 manuscripts on Islamic topics that are in
demand for the research work of students, teachers
and researchers. A laboratory for the restoration and
digitization of manuscripts has been created and
equipped with the latest equipment and has been
functioning since 2021. We launched our own
modern printing house. The activity of the
Information-Publishing Center established in 2020.
The Information-Publishing Center is aimed at
promoting the Academy’s key role in the revival and
development of the national theological heritage. The
main task of the Center is the preparation and
publication of scientific publications (journals
«Bolgar» and «Vestnik of the Bolgar Islamic
Academy») and printing products: collections of
conference articles, monographs, teaching aids,
promotional materials, etc. The Academy actively
supports and expands international partnerships with
Islamic centers and universities, including the World



Council of Muslim Communities (UAE), Damascus
University (Syria), Mohammed bin Zayed University
of Humanities (UAE), Al-Bayt University (Jordan),
Egyptian University of Islamic Culture Nur-Mubarak
(Kazakhstan), and others. The Academy today is
developing dynamically, expanding the vectors of its
activities, actively building capacity for the
implementation of significant projects in the field of
Islamic education and theology, aimed at improving
the quality of religious education in accordance with
modern requirements of society and the Muslim
Ummah.

Simultaneously with the Islamic education the
revival of Orthodox education started in the country.
In 1997, the seminary (transformed into the
theological seminary) was established in Kazan. The
main task of Kazan Theological Seminary is to
prepare clergy for servicing in the dioceses of the
Volga and Ural regions. The clergy has to come into
contact with Muslims, cooperate in defending their
interests before the authorities, in combating the
activities of destructive sects and extremists, and
jointly participate in charitable and cultural activities.
That is why an Orthodox priest of the dioceses of the
region must know about Islam, and traditions and
customs of Muslims.

The programs of seminaries involve a course of
comparative theology, studying which the students
are introduced to Catholicism and Protestantism.
However, the programs do not provide the study of
Islam, so the seminary management decided to
introduce in the curriculum the course of
"Fundamentals of Islamic Studies”, which is an
introductory, ideologically neutral and has a practical
focus: not to orient on fight, but on interaction with
Muslims for the common weal (Lipakov, 2012).

Training process of professional clergy also needs
to consider that future imams and Orthodox priests
should not only be able to perform religious rites of
the parishioners and be missionaries, but also be able
to smooth out the conflicts between religious and
civic identity, and prevent the emergence of extremist
views in their area of responsibility. This is the public
demand caused by the need for peaceful coexistence
of different religions and ideologies in Russia, in
general, and in Tatarstan, in particular.

4 CONCLUSIONS

Scientific and practical conferences, round tables and
seminars have become traditional. The proceedings of
the conferences are published. We have yet to
evaluate the publications of the Council of Religious

Affairs under the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic
of Tatarstan series «Culture, Religion, Society»,
which certainly contribute to inter-professional
dialogue. Further study of the experience of the VVolga
region for the training of clergy for the multi-religious
region, of course, is relevant. Conference
proceedings, results of research by Russian and
foreign colleagues should be reflected in the
academic literature and General works on the history
of Russian culture. In this end is the primary objective
of the work in the tideway of this problem. Today, the
potential of humanitarian disciplines teaching as a
way of harmonization of ethnic and confessional
relations practically are not involved. It is necessary
to continue the tradition of the influence of the Kazan
gymnasium and Kazan University to the development
of culture and education of all the peoples living in
the Kazan region. In the Kazan gymnasium first
began to study Oriental languages, including Tatar. It
is difficult to overestimate the role of Kazan
Orientalists for the development of education,
literature and print Tatar, Chuvash, Mari, Mordovian
and other people. An important direction of research
is the consideration of Oriental studies as a social and
scientific phenomenon associated with society,
government, religion and ideology.

The construction of the Kul Sharif mosque and the
restoration of the Annunciation Cathedral in the
Kazan Kremlin became symbols of tolerance of
Christianity and Islam in the Republic. The idea of
intercultural communication in the multiethnic Volga
region became the basis of the project "Bolgar-
Sviyazhsk".
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