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The article presents the results of an empirical study of ethnic identity among representatives of Russian and
Ossetian ethnic groups living in different socio-cultural environments, namely in the federal city of St.
Petersburg and the city of Vladikavkaz (Republic of North Ossetia-Alania). The study sample consisted of
768 people, aged 25 to 55 years. Being conditionally an "ethnic minority", representatives of the Russian
ethnic group in Vladikavkaz and representatives of the Ossetian ethnic group in the city of Vladikavkaz.
Vladikavkaz and representatives of the Ossetian ethnic group of St. Petersburg, are able to combine a positive
combination of their ethnicity and their ethnicity. St. Petershurg, are able to combine positive attitudes towards
their own people with positive attitudes towards other peoples The results obtained can be a step forward in
the direction of improving theoretical points of view concerning ethnic and cross-cultural peculiarities of

personality development.

1 INTRODUCTION

Since the 60s of the XX century in psychological
science, both domestic and foreign, the issue of ethnic
identity has become central to cross-cultural research
(Starchenko V.V., 2017) The word "identity" has a
Latin origin ("idem"), which translates as “the same",
"identical” and means correspondence, coincidence
with something or someone. The term "identity" was
introduced into scientific usage by E. Erikson, who
meant by it the process of belonging to a person and
the culture to which the individual is related. In fact,
identity is a certain form of correspondence between
a person and culture. It is identity, according to him,
is an indicator of personality maturity (Pochebut
L.G., Meijis LA, 2010).

Ethnic identity can be understood as a person's
perception of belonging to an ethnic group, including
the extent to which he or she associates thoughts,
perceptions, feelings, and behaviors with belonging
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to that group. The development of ethnic identity is
an important part of overall identity development and
a necessary human need that contributes to the
development of a sense of belonging and a sense of
historical continuity (Gutsunaeva S.V., 2010).

T.G. Stefanenko gives the following definition of
the term "ethnic identity": it is a part of social identity,
it is a psychological category that implies the
individual's awareness of his/her belonging to a
particular ethnic group (Stefanenko T. G., 2003).

In the present study we adhere to the concept of
G.U. Soldatova. In her opinion, ethnic identity is group
perceptions that are the same for the representatives of
an ethnic group and are created in the process of contact
between different peoples. The main part of such group
representations are nothing but the result of the
realization of common culture, history, traditions,
customs, statehood and territories. In her works
Soldatova G.U. distinguishes the following types of
ethno-identity: ethnic indifferentism, ethnonihilism,
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positive ethnic identity, ethno-egoism, ethno-
isolationism and ethnofanaticism (Soldatova G.U.,
1998).

Ethnic indifferentism is characterized by an

individual's uncertainty about his/her ethnicity, as well
as its irrelevance.

Ethnonihilism is a type of identity characterized by
complete withdrawal from one's own ethnicity or even
its denial. When choosing social ties, a person will not
be based on the ethnicity of other people.

Positive ethnic identity is a simultaneous positive
attitude towards both one's own ethnic group and
others. This type can be formed in an ethnically diverse
environment. In a multicultural society, positive ethnic
identity has the character of a norm and is peculiar to
the overwhelming majority. It sets such an optimal
balance of tolerance towards one's own and other ethnic
groups that allows to consider it, on the one hand, as a
condition of independence and stable existence of an
ethnic group, on the other hand, as a condition of
peaceful intercultural interaction in a multi-ethnic
world (Platonov Y.V., Pochebut L.G., 1993).

All this allows us to consider this type, firstly, as a
condition of independence and stable existence of an
ethnic group, and secondly, as a condition of peaceful
intercultural coexistence in a multi-ethnic world
(Pochebut L.G., 2005).

The formation of this type of identity presupposes
the correlation in its structure of a positive image of
one's own ethnic group, with a friendly attitude to other
ethnic groups (Gurieva S.D., 2008).

Ethno-egoism - a feeling of "natural" priority of
values and interests of one ethnic group over others, its
aspiration to manifest ethno-cultural and political-
cultural otherness. This type can be expressed in a
harmless form at the verbal level as a result of
perception through the prism of the construct "my
people”, or it can imply, for example, tension and
irritation in communication with representatives of
other ethnic groups or recognition of the right of one's
own people to solve problems at "other people's"
expense.

Ethno-isolationism carries a conviction in the
unigueness and superiority of one's ethnic group over
others. Representatives of this type may have a desire
to "purify" the national culture, total rejection of
interethnic marriages.

Ethnophanatism contributes to the readiness of the
personality to any actions against other ethnic groups in
the name of their national interests. These interests can
reach the so-called ethnic "cleansing”, denial of the
right to use resources and social privileges to other
peoples, recognition of the priority of ethnic rights of
the people over human rights, justification of any

sacrifices in the struggle for the welfare of their people
(Soldatova G.U., 1998).

2 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

In order to study the influence of region of residence and
ethnicity on ethnic identity, we interviewed representatives of
the Russian ethnic group totaling 195 people (97 men and 98
women) and the Ossetian ethnic group totaling 194 people
(92 men and 102 women) living in Vladikavkaz (Republic
of North Ossetia-Alania); also representatives of the Russian
ethnic group totaling 215 people (98 men and 117 women)
and the Ossetian ethnic group totaling 164 people (78 men
and 86 women) living in Vladikavkaz (Republic of North
Ossetia-Alania). The total sample size was 768 people, aged
2510 55 years.

The following research methods and techniques were
used: the methodology "Types of ethnic identity"
developed and adapted by G.U. Soldatova, S.V.
Ryzhova, as well as the author's questionnaire aimed at
studying the socio-demographic characteristics of
respondents. Statistical processing of data was carried out
using standard methods of applied programs for
statistical data processing "SPSS v 21", "Statistica for
windows v 10". To determine the differences of ethnic
identity types between the groups of respondents,
analysis of variance was carried out. Two-factor analysis
of variance was applied to assess the influence of
"belonging to an ethnic group" and "region of residence"
on ethnic identity in four groups of respondents. The
descriptive statistics, multivariate criteria, and intergroup
criteria obtained during processing are statistically
reliable (p<0.05).

3 RESEARCH RESULTS

Representatives of the Ossetian ethnic group living in
Vladikavkaz have significantly higher scores on the
scales "ethnonihilism", "ethnic indifference", "ethno-
isolationism™ and “ethnofanaticism". This may
indicate that in comparison with other groups of
respondents, they more vividly show readiness to take
any action in the name of somehow understood ethnic
interests, the likelihood of denying other peoples the
right to use resources and social privileges.
Representatives of the Ossetian ethnic group of St.
Petersburg and the Russian ethnic group of St.
Petersburg. St. Petersburg and the Russian ethnic
group of Vladikavkaz. Vladikavkaz, who are
conditionally an "ethnic minority" in the living
territories, demonstrate high scores on the scale of
"positive ethnic identity", i.e. they combine a positive



attitude towards their own people with a positive
attitude towards other peoples (Afanasyeva Ju.,
2020).

Representatives of the Russian ethnic group in St.
Petersburg compared to other groups of respondents.
St. Petersburg in comparison with other groups of
respondents have high indicators on the scale "ethno-
egoism", which is expressed in the idealization of
their own ethnic group.

Respondents of St. Petersburg (representatives of
Russian and Ossetian ethnic groups) have similar
indicators on the scales "ethnonihilism”, "ethnic
indifference", ""ethno-isolationism",
"ethnofanaticism".

4 DISCUSSION OF THE RESULTS

We found that ethnicity affects “Ethno-egoism"
(p<0.05) and "Ethnophanatism” (p<0.05). Region of
residence also affects "Ethno-egoism" (p<0.05) and
"Ethnophanatism” (p<0.05). The joint factor
"Ethnicity and region of residence” affects
"Ethnonihilism" (p<0.05), "Positive ethnic identity"
(p<0.05), "Ethnoegoism" (p<0.05) and
"Ethnophanatism" (p<0.05).

The scale of "Ethnonihilism", which implies
departure from one's own ethnic group and search for
stable socio-psychological niches not according to
ethnic criteria, is higher among representatives of the
Ossetian ethnic group living in Vladikavkaz. In
representatives of the Russian ethnic group living in
Vladikavkaz, this indicator is higher among
representatives of the Ossetian ethnic group.
Vladikavkaz, this indicator is significantly lower
among all groups of respondents.

The indicators of the scale "ethnofanaticism",
which is expressed in the readiness to take any action
in the name of somehow understood ethnic interests,
up to and including ethnic "cleansing", denying other
peoples the right to use resources and social
privileges, recognizing the priority of ethnic rights
over human rights, justifying any sacrifice in the
struggle for the well-being of their people, are higher
among representatives of the Ossetian ethnic group
living in Vladikavkaz. Representatives of the Russian
ethnic group living in the city of Vladikavkaz have a
higher level of this indicator compared to the
representatives of the Russian ethnic group living in
St. Petersburg. This indicator is higher among
representatives of the Russian ethnic group living in
St. Petersburg compared to representatives of the
Russian ethnic group living in Vladikavkaz.
Vladikavkaz.

Representatives of the Russian ethnic group of
Vladikavkaz city have a higher rate in comparison
with representatives of the Russian ethnic group of St.
Petersburg. Vladikavkaz, in comparison with the
representatives of the Russian ethnic group of St.
Petersburg. St. Petersburg the indicator "ethno-
egoism" is much lower. Representatives of the
Ossetian ethnic group of Vladikavkaz have a higher
level of ethno-egoism than representatives of the
Russian ethnic group of St. Petersburg. Vladikavkaz
is higher than that of representatives of the Ossetian
ethnic group of St. Petersburg, but lower than that of
representatives of the Russian ethnic group of St.
Petersburg. St. Petersburg, but lower than in
representatives of the Russian ethnic group of St.
Petersburg. St. Petersburg.

Representatives of the Ossetian ethnic group
living in St. Petersburg have higher indicators of
positive ethnic identity compared to representatives
of the Ossetian ethnic group living in Vladikavkaz.
The index of this scale in representatives of the
Russian ethnic group living in Vladikavkaz is
significantly higher than in representatives of the
Ossetian ethnic group living in St. Petersburg.
Vladikavkaz is significantly higher than that of
representatives of the Russian ethnic group in St.
Petersburg. St. Petersburg (Gurieva S.D., 2008).

Thus, the influence of "belonging to an ethnic
group™, "region of residence™ and the joint indicator
of "ethnicity and region of residence™ was revealed on
the types of ethnic identity using two-factor analysis
of variance.

If a person interacts with another ethnic identity
culture for a long period of time, his/her own identity
undergoes changes in favor of the new culture. This
complements the studies of S.D. Gurieva, L.G.
Pochebut, G.U. Soldatova, Y.P. Platonov, etc.

5 CONCLUSIONS

As an ethnic minority, representatives of the Russian
ethnic group of Vladikavkaz and representatives of
the Ossetian ethnic group of Vladikavkaz.
Vladikavkaz and representatives of the Ossetian
ethnic group of St. Petersburg are able to combine a
positive attitude towards their own people with a
positive attitude towards other peoples. St. Petersburg
are able to combine a positive attitude towards their
own people with a positive attitude towards other
peoples (Gurieva S.D., 2009).

For representatives of the Ossetian ethnic group
of both regions of residence there was revealed a great
readiness to go to any actions in the name of somehow



understood ethnic interests, a high probability of
denying other peoples the right to use resources and
social privileges (Afanasyeva Ju. A., Gurieva S.D.,
2020). Representatives of the Russian ethnic group in
both regions of residence are distinguished by
idealization and embellishment of their own ethnic
group.
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