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Abstract:  This article considers the experience of introducing digital educational technologies into the practice of 

teaching Russian as a foreign language. The focus is on the digital preparatory faculty for foreign citizens of 

V.G. Shukhov BSTU (Belgorod, Russia). The structural features of the faculty are considered, the 

organization of the educational process and the typical content of the training module are described as well 

as the methodological principles underlying the training. In accordance with the test result of the control and 

experimental groups, representing offline and online training, the conclusion about the effectiveness of the 

methods is made respectively. Further ways of studying this problem are outlined. 

1 INTRODUCTION 

The rapid transformation of the world’s educational 

models towards informatization, the increase in the 

percentage of independent learning people, as well as 

the introduction of distance learning technologies, 

inevitably lead to a theoretical rethinking of existing 

pedagogical principles and the practical changes in 

the field of higher education. This area has developed 

rapidly due to the coronavirus pandemic and related 

restrictions. In a short time, teachers were forced to 

solve the tasks of providing the educational process 

with modern effective software products designed not 

only to broadcast knowledge, but also to solve 

psychological and pedagogical problems associated 

with distance and online learning.  

After a certain period of time, which is 

characterized by the integration of classical education 

into existing digital resources, it is possible to make 

some conclusions and summarize preliminary results, 

as well as outline ways to further develop the digital 
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education industry, with has shown its effectiveness, 

necessity and opportuneness.  

2 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

The methodological basis if the article is the work on 

digital linguodidactics in the field of teaching Russian 

as a foreign language (A.D. Hartsov, S.I. Yelnikova, 

O.I. Rudenko-Morgun, M.A. Bovtenko, etc.), as well 

as theoretical works by E.G. Asimov and A.N. 

Shchukin, considering specific aspects of the 

methodology of Russian as a foreign language as a 

science. 

In the process of writing this scientific article 

the authors used: method of analyzing scientific 

literature on the topic of research; method of 

induction and deduction; method of describing the 

results of theoretical and practical research; method 

of testing the participants of the experiment; method 

of describing the results of the experiment.  
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3 RESEARCH RESULTS 

We turn to the experience of the preparatory faculty 

for foreign citizens of Belgorod State Technological 

University named after V.G. Shukhov (Russia). On 

the basis on this University the digital preparatory 

faculty has been functioning since 2021. The students 

of DPF are citizens of foreign countries who want to 

learn the Russian language for the purpose of further 

education in the Russian Federation under higher 

professional education programs, but for some 

personal reasons do not have the opportunity to study 

at the full-time preparatory faculty. In 2022-2023 

students from Ecuador, Mongolia, Venezuela, Egypt, 

Syria, Israel, Indonesia, Yemen, Afghanistan, Iran, 

China and Somalia studied at the DPF/ the most 

frequent reason for the impossibility of full-time 

study at the preparatory faculty in Russia is work and 

family problems. 

The algorithm of the digital preparatory 

faculty functioning is presented in the following 

diagram:  

 

 
1. Viewing a video lecture on the website. Before 

the beginning of the full-fledged work of DPF the 

teachers team of the preparatory faculty for foreign 

citizens of Belgorod State Technological University 

prepared and recorded educational videos 

corresponding to lexical and grammatical topics for 

elementary, basic and the first certification levels of 

the Russian as a foreign language, as well as courses 

in mathematics, physics, computer science, 

chemistry, biology, history, social studies for foreign 

citizens. A standard video on Russian as a foreign 

language is an introduction to new words but 

attracting visual material in the form of pictures, an 

introduction to new grammatical material, training 

exercises with self-examination and mini-testing. 

The students have the opportunity not only to 

understand the meaning of the new word but also to 

remember its spelling and to hear the pronunciation 

by a native speaker. All new lexical units are 

presented first in isolation and then in context. 

Grammatical phenomena are demonstrated through 

the presentation of syntactic units; it is the one of the 

basic principles of the communicative teaching 

method. The students have the opportunity to study 

grammar in the context of communication situations 

and, if difficulties arise, refer to the grammar 

reference book, which is also posted on the website. 

The creators of the video lectures aimed to 

develop all types of speech activity of students. That 

is why the students get acquainted with authentic 

video materials and perform the necessary preview 

and post-preview tasks, which are designed to form 

the students’ speech competence.   

The control function is performed by final testing 

which completes each training module. The 

successful completion of each final test (result is 

more than 60%) is a obligatory condition of 

admission to the final exam. 

 2. Teacher's consultation. After self-study of a 

new lexical and grammatical topic on the university's 

website (watching a video lecture) the students of 

DPF meet a consultant teacher. Video communication 

is carried out on the Microsoft Teams platform. 

During 2021-2022 academic years the 

management of DPF tested a different correlation of 

independent and advisory workload. It was decided 

that at the beginning stage of language learning the 

maximum is 20 hours rep week and the minimum is 

10 hours rep week for consultations.  

At the consultation, the teacher finds out what 

difficulties the students had in the process of studying 

a new lexical and grammatical topic. The student can 

ask questions, express doubts and share his/her 

impressions of the lesson viewed. At the video 

meeting the process is organized for explaining the 

new material, training exercises to consolidate and 

systematize the acquired knowledge. The consultant 

teacher pays a special role to the communicative 

aspect since only during the consultation the student 

can get into a real speech situation. That is why 

grammatical phenomena are worked out on the 

material of speech thematic situations, the 

participation of the student in dialogues, the 

compilation of monologue statements. Role-playing 

and didactic games containing interactive elements 

allow the learner to solve psychological problems that 

are inevitable with rare foreign language 

communication.    

3. Communicative task on the topic. When the 

consultant teacher explains all the questions, the 

students receive a communicative task related to the 

creation of a monologue statement on the topic of the 

lesson. Example: studying the lexico-grammatical 

topic «Designation of a profession» the task is to 

prepare a story about your future (or present) 

profession using the vocabulary and grammar of the 

lesson (creative case, verbs ending in, etc.). the task 

can also be like a preparation for dialogical 

communication on the proposed topic, implemented 

in the form of debates, interviews, etc. Verification 

viewing a video 
lecture on the 

website

teacher's 
consultation

communicative 
task on the topic



and adjustment of the assignment is carried out at the 

next consultation.  

The creators of DPF training courses pursued the 

following educational and methodological principles:  

1. Activity principle. Realizing physical and 

psychological difficulties faced by foreigners who 

study Russian online consultant teachers pay great 

attention to the activation of cognitive activity of 

students by appealing to the reserve capabilities of 

memory and attention. The active position of the 

student in the process of independent work and during 

online meeting with the teacher is formed by solving 

conditionally creative training exercises (crosswords, 

search for excess, puzzles, etc.), as well as analyzing 

his/her own cognitive activity and interacting with the 

teacher on problematic issues. 

2. Individualization principle. Learning Russian 

language at DPF a conscious choice of a foreign 

listener, dictated by personal reason. Considering 

these reasons, it not only has a positive effect on the 

process of learning the material, but also creates a 

favorable psychological climate in the team. For 

example, many DPF students are Ecuadorian citizens 

who plan to continue their residency studies in 

Russia. They are studying Russian in parallel with 

their work in Ecuadorian clinics. The DPF consultant 

teachers meet such students halfway, organize the 

educational process taking into account the time 

zones difference and the possibility of students to 

learn Russian in the evenings (when it is early 

morning in Russia). In addition, the individual 

approach is also manifested in the additional lexical 

content of the course corresponding to the interests of 

a practicing physician, since the content of a practical 

foreign language course for students of non-linguistic 

specialties is larger determinated by the professional 

needs of a future specialist.  

3. Intensity principle. Due to the limited time of 

consulting work the teachers actively implement the 

intensity principle. During one consultation, the 

process is carried out to identify gaps in the student’s 

knowledge, to answer to student’s questions, to 

systematize new material and to partially repeat 

previously studied material.  

4. Communication principle. The greatest 

difficulties in the process of online learning a foreign 

language arise in the field of communicative skills 

and abilities formation. The student is deprived of a 

language environment, direct communication with 

native speakers. Competently selected authentic 

materials embedded in video lectures, as well as 

communication with the consultation teacher, are 

made to fill in the communicative gaps. Authentic 

materials of video lectures serve as a basis for 

listening tasks, a starting point for creating 

monologue statements, which are checked by the 

teacher in the process of video conferencing. The 

consultation teacher creates conditions for studying 

and systematizing grammatical phenomena in the 

context of real communication, making maximum use 

of the potentials of dialogues, role-playing games, 

interviews and other kind of speech interactions.  

5. Concentricity principle.  This principle is 

expressed in the distribution of educational material 

in modules with a standard structure: video lecture 1 

– training 1 – video lecture 2 – training 2 - … - final 

test.  Exercises are provided with correct answers 

allow students to control the process of assimilation 

of the material and return to the previously studied in 

a timely manner for repetition. The final test is a mini-

checkpoint, the successful completion of which gives 

the students the access to the exam. The consultant 

teacher has the opportunity to see the results of 

training and final tests of all students from the 

teacher’s account.   

6. Minimization principle. Online learning and 

the lack of a language environment dictate special 

conditions for the selection of language and speech 

material for study at DPF. During consultation 

meetings there is an opportunity to analyze and 

consolidate the most important and frequent lexico-

grammatical phenomena and speech intentions, while 

the layer of vocabulary and grammar remains for 

acquaintance and study by students themselves. 

7. Visibility principle. The use of illustrative 

material is a mandatory attribute of both video 

lectures and consultations. Pictures allow the teacher 

and the student to minimize the use of the 

intermediary language, to clarify the meaning of a 

word. A special group of tasks is based entirely on 

illustrations. For example, studying the lexical and 

grammatical topic "Designation of a place" the 

teacher shows a picture of a room and the student 

have to make 5 sentences by the model «what? Is / 

lying / hanging where?»   

8. Interactivity principle. Currently there are a 

large number of sites (foreign and Russian) for 

creating interactive tasks. The main purpose of such 

tasks is to create a fundamentally new environment 

that offers various possibilities for interacting with a 

computer or other electronic device, such as buttons, 

dragging objects, filling in input fields, selecting from 

drop–down lists, entering numbers or text, as well as 

providing feedback about the correctness or 

incorrectness of ananswer in real time. Many 

interactive tasks contain a game component, which 

has a beneficial effect on psychological and 

pedagogical processes. At DPF the consultant 



teachers actively use interactive tasks created on 

platforms https://learningapps.org/ , 

https://wordwall.net/ , https://app.genial.ly/  and 

others.  

Principles of teaching RFL at the digital 

faculty:

 

4 SUMMARIZING THE 

RESULTS  

To determine the level of Russian as a foreign 

language training effectiveness at DPF the students 

additionally passed tests which are similar to those 

that students of the full-time preparatory faculty 

regularly pass. The content of the test is correlated 

with the state educational standard for Russian as a 

foreign language of the appropriate level (A1, A2 or 

B1). 

The table below shows the results of control 

testing of A1 level (full-time preparatory faculty) and 

experimental (online DPF) groups:  

 

group №1 №2 №3 №4 №5 №6 №7 average 

grade 

CG-1 55 49 67 88 53 76 37 60,7 

CG-2 71 48 56 42 55 56 52 54,3 

 

EG 88 62 67 70 47 73  67,8 

 

5 SUMMARY (CONCLUSION)  

Based on the test results we can note the following:  

1) results of DPF students who have passed the 

A1 level test are approximately similar. Control 

groups students show more diverse results (from 37 

to 88 points). 

2) average grade of DPF students who studied 

Russian language for a month according the 

principles of online learning is higher (on average by 

10 points). 

The data presented in the table indicate the 

effectiveness of the principles of teaching at the 

digital preparatory faculty. However, the more 

detailed analysis of all types of speech activity of 

students is necessary, the fundamental importance of 

the format of video lectures and hours of independent 

work of students and consultations with the teacher is 

required. These aspects may become the subject of 

further scientific research.  
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