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Abstract: The article draws attention to the role of the regional-local factor, which is essential in the choice of language 

and place in the structure of ethnic identity. The study of ethnic identity is presented on socio- and 

psycholinguistic materials, generalization of sociological surveys, and data from the All-Russian population 

census. The ethno-linguistic image of the Bashkirs was formed and corrected with the participation of the 

native language and is based on the constants of the national culture. Integration processes as a consequence 

of globalization lead to the transformation of the ethnolinguistic image of representatives of any ethnic group. 

This is due to the fact that different forms of identity also enter into complex interactions. Taking into account 

the situational nature and multiplicity of existing approaches, we believe that such conceptual categories as 

"native language", and "national language" need to be revised, which takes into account the language market, 

the rational choice of a native speaker of languages, the language repertoire in cultural communities, as well 

as the historical dynamics of language processes.  

1 INTRODUCTION 

The interest of many researchers in the problems of 

ethnic, regional identity, and ethnolinguistic image is 

due to the contradictory and ambiguous nature of 

such socio–political processes of the XX-XXI 

centuries as national and religious revival, 

globalization, which, of course, affects the socio-

cultural well-being of individuals and communities. 

Representatives of individual ethnic groups more 

often reject the idea of integration since it 

presupposes "a collision of two opposite tendencies: 

on the one hand, towards linguistic unification 

accompanying integration processes, and on the 

other, towards the preservation of ethno–linguistic 

originality" (Nechimenko 2006, 39-40). 

One cannot but agree with the opinion that the issues 

of the relationship between ethnic self-awareness and 

the preservation of the native language are among the 

controversial problems beyond the scope of the 
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science of language. When analyzing the aspects 

involved, "it is important to distinguish whether we 

are talking about a linguistic diaspora" (a collective 

living in a foreign language environment) with its 

historical homeland or "about the indigenous 

population of the territory that is part of a large state 

entity." In the first case, the "extinction" of the 

language does not lead to its loss among the people, 

while in the second case, this process is perceived as 

the desire of the dominant ethnic group to assimilate 

the people concerned. It is not uncommon when "at a 

simultaneous linguistic shift, with the preservation of 

ethnic identity, assimilation begins to be realized 

through the desire to find linguistic expression" 

(Khukhuni, Valuitseva, 2023: 94). 



2 MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION 

"Identity" is a multidimensional phenomenon 

intertwined with an ethnic image, the study of which 

is carried out according to the canons of 

sociolinguistics and the idea – through 

psycholinguistic paradigms. One can assume that 

identity is constructed on the cumulative analysis of 

its functional components, carrying separate quanta 

of information, which are influenced by various 

factors, including subjective ones – the peculiarities 

of the functioning of languages, the inevitable 

transformation of the national image of the world 

under the influence of globalization and integration 

processes (Regional consciousness ..., 2017). 

Objective factors include "ethnocultural, socio-

historical, demographic, economic and other 

conditions for the development of linguistic life" 

(Dyrkheeva, 2002: 59). 

2.1 Variability of Ethnolanguage 
Markers 

Turning to the subjective factors of the functioning of 

languages mentioned above (differences and 

similarities in the speech behavior of native speakers 

in separate communicative situations, their language 

stereotypes and the desire to increase the volume of 

social functions of their native language, the degree 

of national and religious tolerance, the level of 

upbringing, language stereotypes, language 

consciousness), it can be noted that "if earlier in the 

study of ethno-linguistic processes researchers paid 

attention only to socio-historical and cultural 

problems, then such parameters as language 

preferences of an ethnos, value orientations, etc. have 

become a characteristic feature of research in recent 

decades. ... the language attribute takes the leading 

place in the subjective assessment of ethno-unifying 

and ethno-divisive functions" (Bitkeeva, 2016: 149). 

The specificity of the actualization of ethnic 

components of the worldview through linguistic 

means reveals its emotional, mental, and cognitive 

features, revealing those connections that ensure the 

coexistence of ethnic groups in a single speech space. 

The results of sociological studies show that 

within the Bashkir, as well as within any other ethnic 

group, the ratio of value-semantic and linguocultural 

markers varies both between different generations 

and depending on the region/place of residence. The 

importance of the problem of the interaction between 

ethnic and national-state identity is obvious: L.M. 

Drobizheva proves in her works that they can be 

covered "both in a positive way, becoming a resource 

for development, and in a negative model, dividing 

the community through the image of a "stranger" and 

generating interethnic conflicts" (Drobizheva, 2018: 

227). Rightfully, in the context of the discussion, E.V. 

Khilkhanova's opinion that "the regional-local factor, 

including the differentiation of "urban–rural," is 

crucial for the choice of language and its significance 

in the structure of ethnic identity and ethnolinguistic 

image" (Khilkhanova, 2009: 346). 

According to the All-Russian Population Census 

2020, it is noted that 27% (every fourth) of the 

republic's residents speak Bashkir, while 10% of 

those living in urban areas and 17% in rural areas. In 

everyday life, 23% use their native Bashkir language: 

urban residents – 9%, and rural – 14%, respectively 

(All-Russian population census 2020). Notably, 20% 

of the 3,974,720 of the 3,974,720 people who 

indicated their nationality spoke Bashkir, according 

to the All-Russian Population Census 2010 (National 

composition, 2013: 60). 

2.2 The mechanism of Constructing an 
Ethno-Regional Identity 

The generalization of the results of socio- and 

psycholinguistic, ethnological studies of recent years 

shows the following. The attitude towards the Bashkir 

language by autochthons is "a positive assessment, 

coupled with nostalgia for the lost integral ethnic 

identity of the ancestors, when all components were 

present in it, including the linguistic one" (Salikhova, 

2012 (b): -346-347). Even though some Bashkirs do 

not speak their native language sufficiently, there is a 

situation of its idealization, which entails some 

fundamental measures to master it. Russian and 

Bashkir competence levels are directly reflected in 

the ethnolinguistic image, they affect the forms of 

manifestation of ethnic identity, as well as attitudes 

towards Russians. The low level of interethnic 

(Russian) language proficiency in mono-ethnic 

Bashkirs (mainly natives of the provinces) and, as a 

consequence, other aspects of culture leads to the 

exaggeration of psychological differences between 

the Russian and Bashkir peoples (Khaliulina, 2018: 

49). The emerging attitude in interethnic 

communication can be reinforced by situational 

moments, since frustration about ineffective verbal 

interaction in areas of life where the Russian language 

retains its position is complemented by ideas about 

the need for the dominance of the Bashkir language 

as the state language. Therefore, it is natural that more 

than 75% of respondents complete the sentence 

proposed in the questionnaires "If I were Russian, 

then ..." – "... I would learn the Bashkir language." 



There are also numerous cases of so-called 

"double identity" (in the scientific community, the 

term is considered not entirely correct but reflects the 

essence of the phenomenon): more than half of the 

respondents (58%) identify themselves not only with 

Bashkir but also with the Russian ethnic group, 

thereby demonstrating the desire to preserve group 

identity. This is reflected in the absence of a negative 

attitude towards Russians and other ethnic groups 

living in a multinational republic the rejection of the 

model of exalted and benevolent veneration of 

members of their own "Bashkir" group (Salikhova, 

2012 (a)). Respondents are confident that 

"proficiency in the Russian language contributes to 

the knowledge of the second culture and conflict–free 

interaction with its members and is not accompanied 

by the risk of losing their language and culture - the 

risk of assimilation" (Drobizheva, 2018: 111). For 

this reason, bilingualism in multiethnic 

Bashkortostan is a condition for conflict-free 

interethnic interactions. It is essential to understand 

that individual ethnic indicators can cause a conflict 

that divides the regional community and characterizes 

the ethno-social well-being of residents of a particular 

region of the Russian Federation. 

It has been established that "regional identity is 

constructed through the symbolic design of integrity 

and at the same time separation from other territories 

within the framework of discursive social practices," 

in which ethnic indicators act as one of the "grounds 

for regionalization of space and the construction of 

the region" (Nazukina, 2018: 700). This factor plays 

a crucial role in the formation of the uniqueness of a 

stable ethnolinguistic image. At the same time, within 

the framework of the policy of positioning the 

region's features, there is often a conscious emphasis 

on ethnic parameters. Thus, ethnicity is reflected in 

regional life, but the degree of significance of the 

ethnic component differs from region to region. The 

study of the interrelation of territorial and ethnic 

identities is essential when developing the 

foundations of regional language policy in the part 

concerning the prevention and/or neutralization of 

interethnic conflicts: "The relationship of linguistic, 

territorial, confessional, historical and other criteria 

of identity becomes obvious when addressing such a 

phenomenon as the national image of the world, since 

the content of the image of the world reflects the latter 

in the consistency of its individual elements" 

(Regional consciousness ..., 2017: 21). The relevance 

of the problem in consideration is also seen in the fact 

that studies of the regional-local factor in determining 

ethnicity are conducted mainly in the aspect of 

analyzing ethno-cultural characteristics and inter-

ethnic, inter-confessional relations in different 

regions. In our opinion, the complex characteristic of 

ethnicity as an element of identity, which is becoming 

part of the political course of the republics of the 

Russian Federation, remains uninvolved. 

2.3 Region Designation, Symbolism, 
Language, and Religion in the 
Structure of Ethnolinguistic 
Identity 

Community naming is a kind of sign that 

distinguishes a group from others. The inclusion of an 

ethnonym in the name of the autonomy consolidated 

the ethnic identity of the regions (the Republic of 

Bashkortostan along with the Republic of Kalmykia, 

the Nenets Autonomous Okrug, etc.). A vivid 

illustration of the incorporation of the ethnic 

component into the symbolism of the region was their 

fixation on anthems, emblems, and flags, that is, 

national specifics are visualized, and the country 

declares its sovereign status and place on the scale of 

Russia. The core component of regional symbols is 

considered to be parallel with the presence of the 

Russian language of the titular group (Bask. – 

Republic of Bashkortostan, Udm. – Udmurt 

Republic, Adyg. – Adyge Republic, etc.). 

It is known that self-identification presupposes a 

"human dimension" of the territory, therefore the 

regional anthems become forms of its creative 

development. Let us recall that the anthem is a solemn 

"expression of national patriotic feelings through the 

performance of a song in the language of the titular 

group or a multilingual variation during official 

events" (Bachor @ etc., 2016: 108). Thus, the 

national anthem of Bashkiria was approved by the 

Law of the Republic of Bashkortostan, "On the 

National Anthem of the Republic of Bashkortostan," 

dated October 12, 1993. The musical work 

"Republic," which became the anthem, was written 

by the composer F. F. Idrisov on October 11, 1990. 

The theme of the Bashkir folk song "Ural" was 

included in the anthem's music (State symbols). 

Ethnic markers (ornaments, national heroes) and 

types of traditional activities reflect the people's 

historical identity. For example, in the national flag 

of Bashkiria, "green means freedom, eternity of life; 

white – peacefulness, openness, readiness for mutual 

cooperation of peoples ...; blue – clarity, virtue and 

purity of their thoughts. The kurai (Bashkir reed pipe) 

flower in the center of the white stripe is a symbol of 

friendship, its seven petals, located in the center of the 

white stripe, symbolize the seven genera that initiated 



the unity of the peoples living on the territory of the 

Republic of Bashkortostan" (State symbols). 

The symbolism is inextricably linked with the 

territory's cultural heroes: the Republic of 

Bashkortostan emblem depicts a monument to 

Salavat Yulaev against the background of the rays of 

the rising sun. It is inscribed in a circle and framed 

with a national ornament. Below is the inflorescence 

of the kurai – a symbol of courage. The regional 

symbolic policy is connected with the veneration of 

the people's representatives of the titular group. 

Ethnic markers such as language and religion, 

complementing each other, only enhance the 

uniqueness of the territory. Therefore, the Language 

Days, Eid al-Adha (Kurban Bayram), and Eid al-

Adha (Uraza Bayram) are included in a number of 

significant regional holidays. Since December 14, 

2019, according to the decree of the Head of the 

Republic, the Bashkir Language Day is celebrated, 

timed to coincide with the birthday of the outstanding 

Bashkir educator Miftakhetdin Akmulla. 

The ethno-linguistic image is often subjected to 

institutional design. This is reflected in the names of 

political institutions, regional political parties, and 

national movements. Currently, there are many "State 

Assemblies" and/or "State Councils" in the 

designations of the legislative bodies of the republics: 

the State Assembly is the Kurultai of the Republic of 

Bashkortostan, the El Kurultai of the Republic of 

Altai, the People's Hural (Parliament) of the Republic 

of Buryatia, the People's Hural of the Republic of 

Kalmykia, the Supreme Hural of the Republic of 

Tyva; the State Council – Khase of the Republic of 

Adygea. The factor of ethnic memory is toponymy, 

which includes an ethnic component along with other 

cultural codes (Nazukina, 2018). 

Partial proficiency in the language of the titular 

ethnic group or ignorance of the native language by 

the majority of autochthons is qualified as non-

compliance with the norm from the position of 

considering language as an "immanent element of 

ethnic culture" (Salikhova, Khaliulina, 2019: 183). In 

the material analyzed, the age indicator looks as 

follows: representatives of Bashkir citizens 55-80 

years old go back more to the original traditional 

forms of material and spiritual culture - the 

architecture of the dwelling, interior decoration, 

costumes, national food, the performance of national 

rituals, observance of customs, including religious 

(nikah – marriage among Muslims; naming a child; 

seeing off the deceased, his burial and wake, and 

others), communication in the Bashkir language. 17-

40-year-olds are characterized by an emotional and 

symbolic connection between language and ethnic 

identity and a pragmatic attitude towards it 

(Salikhova, Khaliulina, 2019). 

Speaking of Bashkir (Tatar)-Russian bilingualism 

in the multilingual conditions of Bashkiria, it is 

crucial to think about its native speakers, taking into 

account the objective fact that there are many more 

bilingual speakers of Russian than the native speakers 

of the Bashkir/Tatar language, for whom it would be 

native and only. The study of the influence of the 

regional-local factor in the structure of the 

ethnolinguistic image of Bashkirs' ethnolinguistic 

image on the specifics of their identification with 

their ethnic language and culture is conducted to 

understand the mechanisms of how Russian-speaking 

bilinguals relate not only their Russian language but 

also themselves with it. In our opinion, such studies 

are aimed at competent language planning and 

predicting the fate of the Russian language in the 

subjects of the Russian Federation. 

There is a need to study the linguistic 

consciousness of a bilingual in the psycholinguistic 

aspect, "distinguishing the study of language in the 

setting of a Russian language," based on information 

about what kind of Russian language the respondents 

are native speakers of. The "orientation of bilinguals' 

linguistic consciousness towards the Russian 

language" is obvious: designating it "native/non-

native" or "necessary/unnecessary," they seek to 

define its status for themselves in this way. It is 

noteworthy that Russian as a "second native" (a term 

often used by bilinguals) "appears on the basis of 

figurative ideas about the language due to the 

neutralization of the signs of the native language." 

The Bashkir language a priori in the consciousness of 

the ethnic community appears in the status of intra-

ethnic. This is how the "subjectivization of the 

identification scenario occurs in the presence of 

obvious reasons for the language choice" (Salikhova, 

2012 (a): 114, 116). The Russian language in the 

bilingual language consciousness "functions 

somewhat in different "coordinates", different from 

the monolingual". This is evidenced by the results of 

a series of surveys conducted by Russian–speaking 

bilinguals in the last quarter of the XX - first decade 

of the XXI century to determine their attitudes toward 

the two languages. Apparently, this difference can be 

explained by the fact that "each of the forms of the 

existence of the Russian language in the bilingual 

consciousness has its own characteristics", which do 

not allow it to be identified with the native, and the 

"second native" to turn into a complimentary 

allegory. This variability is based on several 

communicative motivations, the leading of which are 

"pragmatic and the stereotype of speech behavior." 



The latter are known to include "the social sphere of 

communication, the communicative situation, the 

relationship between the participants of verbal 

interaction, the situational emotional state of 

communicants, as well as the lack of equivalence 

between linguistic units. A consequence of the 

motivation of pragmatic convenience is the use of the 

titular language as "its own" code for transmitting 

information that is not intended for other listeners" 

(Salikhova, 2012 (a): 116-117).. 

2.4 The Correlation of Cultural and 
Linguistic Components in the 
Ethnolinguistic Structure of the 
Bashkir Image 

The assumption that the cultural component of 

Bashkir ethnicity is much more stable than the 

linguistic one is confirmed. At the same time, the 

images of linguistic consciousness are "imprinted 

with the knowledge acquired in the course of an 

individual's socialization" (Tsybenova, 2018: 63). It 

should be noted that this knowledge is replenished 

and transformed in the process of intercultural and 

interfaith interaction. 

Intergenerational peculiarities of ethno-linguistic 

(broader - ethno-cultural image of survey 

participants) attract attention. The older generation, 

as noted earlier, is interested in "external" attributes 

"used to demarcate ethnic groups in the process of 

their interaction – language, culture, traditions and 

customs, territorial and religious affiliation, culinary 

preferences and national clothing" (Asadullina @ 

ect., 2021: 40-41). It is noted that the attributes 

relevant to the older group of respondents are leveled 

under the influence of globalization processes among 

young people: "they were characterized by an 

underestimation of the significance of these 

indicators, while socio-psychological characteristics 

associated with self-identification, national 

consciousness, properties of national character and 

mentality, if not prevailed, then at least had the same 

significance as in other groups" (Maximova @ ect., 

2021: 18). 

The regional-local factor is important in 

characterizing and describing ethnocultural, 

including linguistic conditions that shape the 

respondents' perceptions and expectations. The 

ethnolinguistic image of the respondents consists of 

components that are significant for determining 

ethnic identity, it is also conditioned and associated 

with religious practices. Thus, "respondents with 

Russian identity were more focused on language 

knowledge and living in the territory considered the 

homeland for any nationality, while respondents 

whose identity lacked "Russianness" more often 

pointed to the importance of ethnic origin, religion, 

national culture in general and individual cultural 

practices, such as wearing national clothes, eating 

national food" (Maximova @ ect., 2021:21). 

The following observations became the result of 

the comparison of the personal qualities attributed to 

oneself and to a Bashkir/Russian based on the 

materials of the psycholinguistic (associative) 

experiment. We processed 494 questionnaires: 240 in 

Bashkir and 254 in Russian, irrespective of the 

gender, age, and social characteristics of the 

participants of the experiments in Russian and 

Bashkir because it was initially assumed that 

"belonging to a certain language, one culture makes 

the center of the associative field quite stable, and the 

connections - repetitive" (Tsybenova, 2018: 58). 

19,100 different reactions were obtained: 9900 in 

Russian, 9200 in Bashkir (Tables 4, 6 in: (Salikhova, 

2015: 333, 334). The Bashkir respondents had no 

correlation between the image of "I" and the image of 

the Russian: the designations of qualities attributed to 

themselves and Russians - kindness, hospitality, 

friendliness, and responsiveness - almost coincided in 

their responses. 

These positive qualities are part of the Bashkir 

autostereotype and characterize the attitude toward 

people. Such indicators, in our opinion, determine the 

place of regional-local characteristics in the structure 

of ethnolinguistic identity, "the sense of one's 

nationality in situations of intergroup differentiation, 

the positivity of emotionally affective components" 

(Dontsov @, etc., 1997: 79-80). The associative 

reactions indicate that a positively colored mono-

ethnic identity characterizes the respondents of the 

Bashkir group. 

Respondents of the non-Bashkir group (among 

the participants who were given questionnaires in 

Russian were Tatars, ethnic Russians, Chuvashs, 

Mariis, and Mordva) also attributed similar 

communicative qualities to themselves and the 

Bashkirs. 

However, the characteristics attributed to 

themselves and Russians in relation to labor 

(industriousness, business-mindedness, professional 

competence) also coincided to a large extent. These 

qualities constitute the stereotype of Russians among 

Bashkirs. We note along the way that the respondents 

of this group distinguish both the same signs of 

kinship with both ethnic communities (among them 

not only character traits, but also language) and signs 

that complement each other (history, cultural 

traditions, customs, history are related to the 



Bashkirs, and with Russians - literature, songs, and 

dances). Many researchers tend to think about the 

manifestation of a characteristic tendency to "bi-

ethnic identity" (Dontsov @ etc., 1997: 77). 

2.5 Discussion 

The results of the analysis of experimental data 

suggest that it is possible to talk about "bi-ethnic" 

rather than bicultural competence" (Ayupova, 

Salikhova, 2007; Dontsov @, etc., 1997). The 

following observation is interesting in this context: 

respondents declaring their affiliation to the Bashkir 

ethnic group are proud of it, sometimes not realizing 

their involvement in the culture of the Russian ethnos. 

This concerns, in particular, the acceptance of 

specific values of Christian culture. One can state the 

"dynamism of the ethnolinguistic image of a 

bicultural individual," capable of transforming it 

depending on the situation and social norms (for more 

information: (Tsybenova, 2018)). 

In line with the discussion of the problem, we 

would like to refer to the results of a survey of young 

people in 2020 in five regions of the country, focused 

on obtaining data from them on such ethnicity 

identifiers as language factors formulated as "I think 

in the language of this people" and "I speak more in 

the language of this people, although I think in 

another language." These data, too, confirm the 

position that the language marker is not always an 

attributive property of ethnicity. "The answer "I think 

in the language of this people" in their own ethnic 

identification was noted by 35 to 60% of respondents 

in different regions (in Bashkortostan 40%, in 

Tatarstan – 35%, in the Altai Territory – 59%, in the 

Tyumen region - 60%, in the Belgorod region – 57%). 

Most young people of non-Russian identity think in 

Russian, but this is not a reason for them to classify 

themselves as Russians. At the same time, some of 

these young people have not lost their communication 

skills in the national language. This fact is also 

considered by some respondents (17-24%) as a basis 

for determining their ethnic identity. The language of 

ethnicity, therefore, in the eyes of young people 

seems to be an important, but not an obligatory 

feature by which an ethnic identity is determined and 

an ethno-linguistic image is constructed. The system 

of ethnic identification of young people includes, in 

addition to the language of the ethnic group, the 

ethnic identity of parents, ethnic culture in general 

and ethnic traditions, as well as living in the territory 

considered an ethnic homeland; anthropological signs 

of ethnicity" (Asadullina @, etc.). 

Foreign researchers also believe that "ethnic 

identity does not necessarily correlate unambiguously 

with the language corresponding to a given 

nationality, and is not always important for the 

formation of group solidarity" (Edwards, 2014). In 

other words, there is a functional relationship 

between ethnic identity and its cultural content: 

"people often strive to preserve their ethnic identity, 

which allows them to feel a sense of belonging to a 

collective memory, but their current cultural 

practices, including linguistic ones, diverge from 

those prescribed by ethnicity" (Liebkind, 1996). The 

analysis of statistical data on the native language of 

representatives of different nationalities reveals the 

fact that "many peoples of Russia have a low level of 

proficiency in the national language, which does not 

prevent them from classifying themselves as a given 

ethnic group. And, on the contrary, knowledge of 

other languages used in everyday and professional 

communication does not necessarily imply the 

acquisition of new ethnic identities (the fact that a 

Bashkir in Tatarstan knows the Tatar language does 

not make him a Tatar)" (Maximova @ ect., 2021:8). 

The results of sociological surveys conducted in 

the republics of Bashkortostan, Tuva, and Kalmykia 

(December 2020 – January 2022) revealed the degree 

of influence of some indicators of the ethnolinguistic 

situation in the republics of Russia on the social well-

being of the surveyed residents (Turakaev, 2022). The 

results of a comparative study of residents of 

Bashkortostan, Tuva, and Kalmykia showed that their 

social well-being, i.e., the opinion about the life of 

residents of their republic in comparison with the 

lives of residents of other regions of Russia (the 

question "Do you think the residents of the republic 

live better or worse than in other regions of Russia?"), 

depends to the greatest extent on the "ethno-linguistic 

situation in the territory of permanent residence" 

(Turakaev, 2022: 70). The "ethno-social well-being" 

of the respondents is greatly influenced by the factor 

of preserving the national language and culture. It is 

noteworthy that the disrespectful attitude of other 

people to the national native language of the 

inhabitants of these republics does not affect their 

opinion about life in the region relative to the rest of 

the subjects of the Russian Federation. The following 

dependence was revealed: if the conditions for the 

preservation and development of the national native 

language have improved over the past 10 years, then 

life in the republic is estimated higher by respondents 

(Turakaev, 2022: 81-82). 

The politicization of the language and religion of 

the titular group is a fundamental topic of 

identification conflicts in the republics of the Russian 



Federation. Therefore, it is worth emphasizing the 

role of the regional-local factor in the ethnic image as 

an important resource for positioning the uniqueness 

of the community, including the cultivation of the 

idea of stability, multi-composition, and peace in the 

region. The primary meanings broadcast by the 

community are fixed in the republican programs for 

the harmonization of inter-ethnic, inter-language, and 

inter-confessional relations and are aimed at 

expanding dialogue, maintaining peace, and 

strengthening unity. 
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4 CONCLUSIONS 

The regional-local factor in the structure of the 

Bashkirs' ethnolinguistic image reflects the vision of 

"themselves" and their ethnic "neighbors," moreover, 

it is crucial for the construction and use of effective 

tactics of inter-cultural and inter-confessional 

communication, plays a role in the awareness of the 

ethnos of their own path, since by forming the image 

of "themselves," in this sense, their own future is 

represented. According to the results of surveys and 

experimental studies, the image of the "self" and the 

image of the "other" among Bashkirs is determined 

by the traditions of national culture and ethnic 

environment. The peculiarities of regional identity 

and the forms of its manifestation are "conditioned by 

external socio–political processes, changes in the 

borders of the territory, statehood, capital, symbols, 

state language, etc.": thus, for residents of the regions 

of the Russian Federation, this identity can be 

determined by belonging not only to the common 

state - Russia but also to the part of it that is 

determined in its composition the borders of the 

republic, with its features – natural, climatic, etc. 

(Regional consciousness ..., 2017: 22). 

The study of the ethnolinguistic space of the Republic 

of Bashkortostan from the point of view of 

ecological/non-ecological communication can be 

considered as a prospect of the stated issues, since the 

results of such an analysis can contribute to solving a 

number of linguistic problems: "the dependence of 

the main parameters of the communicative space of a 

polyethnic region on socio-cultural and psychological 

factors, and the specific implementation of these 

parameters – on the genetic and typological 

characteristics of the contacting languages; virtual 

environment as a source of active linguistic processes 

that determine the degree of environmental 

friendliness of interpersonal, inter-confessional, 

mono- and intercultural communication; various 

forms of environmental/non-ecological 

communication in the oral and written speech of 

residents of a multiethnic region; the linguistic, ethnic 

and socio-cultural identity of a person in the 

conditions of digitalization, etc." (Salikhova, 

Kiseleva, 2023: 159-162). From an applied point of 

view, it is important to consider these phenomena 

within the framework of multilingual 

communication, since their insufficient consideration 

by the speaker/listener can reduce the success of 

social interaction and, in some cases, generate 

conflicts of different types. In addition, the study of 

the degree of ethics of multilingual communication 

can be used to develop a system of measures to 

achieve sustainable socio-cultural development of a 

multiethnic region (including prevention of risks of 

digital transformation of society) and planning an 

effective language policy of the subjects of the 

Russian Federation. 
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