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Abstract: Industrial landscapes are territories where industrial facilities are located, such as factories, mines, etc. These 

places are not usually associated with tourist destinations, but current trends in tourism development show 

that industrial landscapes can be attractive to tourists. The purpose of the study is to assess the possibility of 

using existing or abandoned industrial landscapes as art objects of the tourism industry. One of the forms of 

using industrial landscapes as objects of tourism are the directions of industrial, ecological, career-oriented, 

sports and extreme tourism, as well as the creation of cultural and entertainment facilities on the territories. 

In general, industrial landscapes can be an interesting and unusual object for tourism, which can attract various 

categories of tourists. However, it is necessary to take into account the peculiarities of this type of territory 

and carry out work on its preparation and security for the successful development of tourism, to ensure their 

safety and environmental cleanliness. 

1 INTRODUCTION 

In modern conditions of repositioning of domestic 

tourism, it is industrial tourism that belongs to the 

promising direction of the development of the tourist 

and recreational complex of the country [Timakova, 

R.T., Radygina, E.G., 2023], which may be due to the 

current trend for "novelty of impressions" with the 

search for new places, as noted by up to 96% of 

Russians surveyed [Groshev., E.K., Chuprina, A.D., 

Kim A.O., 2021]. Industrial tourism is often 

considered as a visit to industrial-oriented facilities, 

"allowing visitors to better understand the main 

processes and secrets of production related to the past, 

present and future" [Shabalina, N.V., Azina, E.A., 

Kashirina, E.S., 2021], which contributes to the 

effective development of territories [Frolova, E.A., 

2022]. 

According to the requirements of GOST R ISO 

13810-2016, industrial tourism is defined as "visiting 

existing enterprises and inspecting objects of 

industrial heritage". At the same time, attention is 

paid to the reuse of abandoned factories, industrial or 
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business centers as cultural elements [Moral-Moral, 

M., Fernandez-Alles, M.T., 2019], [Timakova, R.T., 

Pyankova, S.G., 2022]. In these conditions, the object 

itself acquires the most important importance, i.e. "a 

certain territory on which services in the field of 

industrial tourism are provided" and the orientation of 

the development of industrial tourism as "a tool for 

the development of territories and a way of 

organizing public spaces" [Tanina, A.V., Sergeev, 

D.A., Konyshev, E.V., Tanin, E.F., 2022], as well as 

the term landscape itself, as "a certain territorial 

system that consists of interacting natural or 

natural/anthropogenic complexes". 

Industrial landscapes are a single territorial 

natural and economic system, which can include 

territorial systems or territories outside populated 

residential areas, where existing industrial enterprises 

(often called industrial zones), quarries, mines, rock 

dumps and industrial processing, industrial heritage 

sites and simply abandoned enterprises can be 

located. In this case, the existing industrial landscapes 

determine the concept of the development of 

industrial tourism of individual territories. 
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Along with this, according to the Strategy of 

Tourism Development in the Russian Federation until 

2035, currently "tourism products based on a 

combination of several types of tourism are receiving 

significant development," which is clearly seen on the 

example of the industrial landscape as a symbiosis of 

industrial and ecological tourism. The role of industry 

is to implement the laws of supply and demand, 

taking into account the existing high level of costs and 

falling profits. At the same time, objects of industrial 

territories can meet the needs of the population not 

only as enterprises producing goods, but also 

themselves be the target of research as historical 

objects in accordance with the change in the 

trajectory of development of our country. Thus, the 

progressive industrial development of Russia began 

in the 30s of the last century with the construction of 

large industrial enterprises in the European part of the 

country. The evacuation of industry, including 

military purposes, during the Great Patriotic War to 

the east of the country contributed to the most 

powerful development of industrial giants, most of 

which could not fit into the new economy of the zero 

years of this century and remained unclaimed. Some 

industrial facilities have been modernized or rebuilt. 

Against the background of increasing travel within 

the country, more and more industrial facilities are 

included in the tour programs. Based on this, the 

purpose of the study is to assess the possibility of 

using existing or abandoned industrial landscapes as 

objects of the tourism industry. 

2 MATERIALS AND METHODS 

In the course of the research, the following methods 

were applied: general scientific, which include 

analysis, deduction, induction, comparison and 

typology, as well as a general theoretical method of 

comparison for the study of a modern map of the 

dislocation of modern industrial enterprises and 

inactive objects of industrial heritage, forming a 

single industrial territory on the example of the 

Sverdlovsk region. 

3 RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

Russia is unique in that the vast majority of large 

cities are at the same time large industrial centers. On 

average, industrial zones (industrial zones) occupy up 

to 30% of the urban environment as a result of urban 

sprawl outside the former industrial zones. Many 

enterprises have already ceased to be in demand and 

there are large empty industrial territories in the city 

that need to be used effectively. 

Industrial tourism as a niche direction of tourism 

will allow to embody in one tour a unique emotional 

experience that forms a functional and cultural-

historical component, they note [Chhotua, I.Z., 

Vlasyuk, L.I., 2021]. Currently, in 55 Russian 

regions, over 32 thousand hectares of industrial 

territories are excluded from the urban economy. 

Basically, they are transformed into creative clusters, 

which, according to DOM.RU operate in 28 cities of 

Russia, occupying 1.65 million square meters, of 

which 59% are located in Moscow and 17% in St. 

Petersburg, as well as in Nizhny Novgorod, Perm, 

Rostov-on-Don and other territories. 

According to the draft Strategy for the 

Development of Construction and Housing and 

Communal Services until 2030-2035, the task is to 

involve inefficiently used lands, including inactive 

industrial territories and industrial areas, into 

circulation [Trublina, M., 2021]. 

The Sverdlovsk Region, located in the center of 

the Ural region, has always been associated as the 

territory of industrial giants. The industrial territories 

of the region are unique objects that have always 

attracted the attention of tourists. Some of them are 

monuments of the historical development of the 

territory, while others are already modern industrial 

facilities. All of them are of interest to fans of 

photography and industrial tourism. The industrially 

modified territories have an unusual atmosphere in 

which tourists find a special attraction. Already 

unused industrial territories can be interesting both 

for fans of extreme sports, and scientists-researchers, 

as well as residents of our country who are interested 

in their history. Industrially developed and 

deindustrialized territories occupy an important place 

in territorial planning and represent a special format 

of recreational space. In Russia, these issues are 

practically not studied, scientific publications in this 

field of knowledge are few. At the same time, newly 

formed recreational spaces become not only points of 

tourist attraction, but also a way to preserve and 

represent the endangered industrial heritage, as well 

as to improve the quality and safety of territories. 

The process of developing more unused industrial 

landscapes for the service sector and tourism is also 

typical for other countries. For example, the 

deindustrialization of the landscapes of the city of 

Moline, Illinois, USA formed the basis for the 

concept of tourism development and the creation of 

cultural objects on the site of the former production 

of agricultural machinery [Crump, J.R., 1999]. About 



200 million tourists visit industrial heritage sites in 

China every year [Ivanova, M.V., Matyunin, V.M., 

2022]. The European Industrial Heritage Route 

portal, popular among tourists, combines sightseeing 

routes to industrial heritage sites in 11 European 

countries [Čopić, S., Đorđević, J., Lukić, T., 

Stojanović, V., Đukičin, S., Besermenji, S., 

Stamenković, I., Tumarić, A., 2014]. 

Afanasyeva A.V. considers railway trails created 

on the basis of non-functioning, abandoned or 

destroyed railway infrastructure facilities as objects 

of industrial tourism [Afanasyeva, A.V., 2020]. The 

use of abandoned territories as tourist sites can be an 

example of the successful transformation of non-

functional landscapes into recreational areas. 

Topchan V.A. and Krivoshapkina O.M. call this type 

of tourism industrial and ecological. The positive 

impact of a tourist's visit to ecologically unfavorable 

localities lies in the restructuring of thinking towards 

greater environmental friendliness. Tourism in 

industrial areas will stimulate their ecological 

rehabilitation and environmental improvement. 

Tourists visiting such places can witness 

environmental and conservation problems, which can 

lead to increased public awareness and support for 

environmental initiatives [Topchan, V.A., 

Krivoshapkina, O.M., 2019]. On the other hand, this 

is such a type of industrial tourism as stalking. So, 

Khatit F.R., Poddubnaya T.N. and Zadneprovskaya 

E.L. note that stalking is an occupation that consists 

in visiting abandoned and dangerous places, such as 

industrial facilities, underground tunnels, abandoned 

buildings and other places that are usually closed to 

the public. Stalkers explore these places, take pictures 

of them and share their impressions on social 

networks. The main consumers of this tourist product 

are young people from 18 to 35 years old, lovers of 

outdoor activities and thrills [Khatit, F.R., 

Poddubnaya, T.N., Zadneprovskaya, E.L., 2020]. 

Among the reasons for the interest of young 

people in stalking are the following: 

- adrenaline and thirst for thrills; 

- the desire to see unusual and unfamiliar places 

that are closed to open visits; 

- the ability to capture unusual places and create 

unusual photos; 

- interest in history and culture; 

- popularity of unusual objects and types of 

tourism in social networks; 

- the desire to overcome the fear of dangerous 

situations, to overcome yourself. 

The formation of a holistic approach to the 

prospects for the development of this type of tourism 

is determined by the functions of industrial tourism 

(Fig. 1). 

 

Figure 1: The main functions of industrial tourism. 

In the Russian Federation, industrial tourism 

accounts for up to 3-5% of the tourist flow. And, 

despite the fact that Moscow and St. Petersburg 

account for the bulk of the tourist flow, the potential 

for the development of industrial tourism is 

determined by the existing industrial landscapes. 

Thus, the territory of the Sverdlovsk region can be 

defined as an integral territorial object of the 

industrial landscape, which is due not only to the 

actual production enterprises located on the territory 

of cities and settlements, but also to former industrial 

facilities outside the territories of enterprises - mines, 

mining, quarries, dumps, water-filled voids, etc. The 

most famous industrial landscapes are presented in 

Table 1. 

Table 1: Industrial landscapes of the Sverdlovsk region 

used as objects of industrial tourism. 

An object Location Description Ecolog

ical 
status 

Eco-industrial 

technopark 
"Old 

Demidovsky 

Plant" 

Nizhny Tagil, 

Leninsky 
district, Vyya 

microdistrict 

Russia's first museum-

factory of the history 
of the development of 

ferrous metallurgy. 

There are all stages of 
the plant's 

development using 

different energy 
sources: water, steam, 

electricity. 

satisfa

ctory 

Ural Mars - 
Polnevskiy 

site of 

Troitsko-
Baynovsky 

deposit of 

refractory 
clays 

Bogdanovich 
City District 

56°37’12.6"s.

w. 
62°05’19.3"

w.d. 

The history of career 
development begins 

with the XIX century. 

During the 
construction of the 

Bogdanovichi 

Refractory plant 
(1930), the industrial 

development of a 

quarry with an area of 
about 70 square 

kilometers began. The 

similarity with Mars is 
given to it by the 

dysfun
ctional 

Functions of 

industrial tourism 

historical, cultural 

and educational 

preserved (formation 

of the industrial 

landscape) 

informational 

(expanding horizons) 

advertising 

(promotion of 

territories) 

career guidance 

(prestige of 

professions) 



extraordinary forms of 

frozen multicolored 

clay. 

Ural Bali - 
Kaolin 

Quarry 

Kaolin 
village, 

Kyshtym, 

Chelyabinsk 
region. 

N 55° 40.637

′; E 60° 

35.778′ 

A quarry in the 
industrial 

development of kaolin 

since 1945. Now 
flooded.  Kaolin is a 

raw material in the 

production of 
porcelain, ceramics 

and earthenware 
products. 

dysfun
ctional 

Mramorskiy

Marble 

Quarry 

Mramorskoe 

village, 

Polevskoy 
city district 

56°34'54" s. 

w. 60°25'49" 
w. d. 

The marble deposit is 

6 km from the village 

of Marble. The history 
of the quarry began in 

1730 when 

prospectors Peter and 
Stepan Babin were 

searching for iron 

ores. In 1810, the 
Gornoshchitsky 

Marble Factory was 

founded. 

satisfa

ctory 

 

The satisfactory ecological condition of the 

territory means that the balance between natural and 

anthropogenic factors has been preserved in this 

territory, which makes it possible to ensure the 

sustainable functioning of ecosystems and the 

conservation of biodiversity. It also means that the 

health and well-being of people in this area are not at 

risk due to environmental pollution. 

The unsatisfactory ecological condition of the 

territory means that the balance between natural and 

anthropogenic factors is disturbed in this territory, 

which leads to the destruction of ecosystems and a 

decrease in biodiversity. It can also mean the presence 

of dangerous air, water and soil pollution, which can 

negatively affect the health of people and animals. 

Thus, in order to use the territory as an object for 

industrial tourism, stabilization of the ecological state 

is required. 

In addition to the above, territories favorable for 

the development of industrial tourism can be: 

abandoned quarries and transport interchanges, 

unused overpasses and tunnels, unused territories of 

workshops of industrial enterprises and others. 

4 CONCLUSIONS 

The study highlights the economic role of tourism 

development in industrial areas: 

- deindustrialized territories have a rich industrial 

heritage that attracts tourists: old factories, factories, 

warehouses or other objects that have historical or 

cultural value, while most industrial areas have a 

well-developed infrastructure, since they were 

previously centers of production: roads, railways, 

airports and other modes of transport, which 

facilitates tourists' access to these places; 

- the development of industrial tourism can 

contribute to the creation of new or preservation of 

jobs, the development of small and medium-sized 

businesses, which is determined by the creation of 

new hotels, restaurants, shops and other tourist 

services, leading to the economic development of the 

region; 

- industrial facilities and territories can be used for 

various alternative types of tourism, such as industrial 

tourism, ecotourism or cultural tourism, attracting 

different categories of tourists and expanding the 

tourism industry of the region; 

- it is important to create a unique experience for 

tourists: they can see how industrial facilities 

functioned in the past and how they have changed 

today, as well as get acquainted with the history and 

culture of the region; 

- the development of industrial tourism can 

contribute to the preservation and restoration of 

industrial facilities as artifacts of the cultural heritage 

of the region, the branding of the region, increasing 

its attractiveness for investment and the development 

of other industries, a factor in improving the quality 

of life of the local population and creating a favorable 

business environment 

- industrial territories can become unique sites for 

educational tourism and tourism within the 

framework of career guidance. 

At the same time, in order to transform an 

industrial area into an object of tourist interest, it is 

necessary to form a project that includes the 

following areas: assessment of the safety and 

accessibility of the territory for tourists; 

reconstruction and restoration of facilities, 

development of routes for different groups of tourists, 

formation of the necessary tourist infrastructure – 

parking lots, toilets, places for recreation and food, 

information stands and signs, attracting qualified staff 

for excursions, creating an information base about the 

territory and its history, routes and attractions, 

conducting advertising campaigns to position the 

territory, ensuring environmental cleanliness to 

preserve its uniqueness and attractiveness for tourists, 

cooperation with local authorities and the community 

to attract support and assistance in the development 

of tourist infrastructure. 
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